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Taliban commander 
killed in Darre Suf 



ISLAMABAD (NNI): The Afghan 
opposition Sunday claimed that its 
forces have killed a prominent Taliban 
commander in Darre Suf in Samangan 
province. 

The Taliban commander, Mullah 
Daoud, was killed in action in Darre Suf 
yesterday^ spokesman for the opposi- 
tion Harakat-e-lslami General Hussain 
Anwari said. 

Mullah Daoud of Kandahar had led 
the offensive on Darre Suf. Such was 
the importance of Mullah Daoud to the 
Taliban that the militia launched two 
specific offensives ^o that his body be 
retrieved for burial. The Taliban failed 
on both occasions. 

Alliance commanders in the region 



KABUL, June 8: The Afghan 
opposition have released the bodies 
of 12 Taliban fighters and six mili- 
tia prisoners as part of a swap orga- 
nized by local elders in northern 
Samangan province, officials said 
on Tuesday. 

Sayed Hussain Anwari, a promi- 
nent anti-Taliban commander, said 
the bodies of Mulla Daud and some 
other militia commanders were 
handed over to the Taliban in Dare 
Soof valley on Monday., 

"As most of 'the prisoners \were 
injured, Alliance commanders 
decided to expedite the transfer,** 
he said. \ 

In a statement issued from inside 
Afghanistan, Anwari said that the 
religious militia '*are yet to honour 
their end of the agreement by 
releasing our 15 captured soldiers'*. 

Last week, the Taliban handed 



have now agreed to hand back the body 
of Mullah Daoud and eighteen others to 
the enemy in the coming days, Anwari 
said. 

He said despite almost five weeks of 
attacks, the Taleban have failed in their 
endeavours to recapture this strategic 
valley. On the other hand. Alliance 
forces have succeeded in recapturing 
territory lost during the first weeks of 
the Taliban offensive. 

To the north of Darre Suf, Safed Kotal/ 
Kishende, captured two days ago, re- 
mains firmly m Alliance control. Front 
lines have also been maintained at 
Guldara, to the north east, and Roo e Do 
Ab to the south of Darre Suf, Anwari 
said. 



over 13 men and the opposition 12 
men as part of a prisoner exchange 
arranged locally in the same region. 

Mulla Hamid and MuUa Nasser 
Khan, Taliban commanders from 
Kandahar, are still in the opposi- 
tion*s custody in Dare Soof, where 
heavy fighting has taken place over 
the past several- weeks. 

In a bid to mop up the remaining 
opposition pockets around 
Bamiyan, a former stronghold of 
Hezb-i-Wahdat, the Taliban have 
launched repeated offenisives to 
capture Dare Soof valley. 

The valley controls access to the 
route between Bamiyan in central 
Afghanistan and Balkh province in 
the north. 

Anwari claimed the valley was 
still in control of the opposition 
troops of Afghan ex-defence minis- 
ter Ahmad Shah Masood. — ^AFP 



Opposition returns 
bodies of 12 
Taliban fighters 

KABUL (AFP) - The Afghan oppo- 
sition have released the bodies of 12 
Taliban fighters and six militia prison- 
ers as part of a swap organized by local 
elders in northern Samangan province, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Sayed Hussain Anwari, a prominent 
anti-Taliban commander, said the bod- 
ies of Mulla Daud and some other mi- 
litia commanders were handed over to 
the Taliban in Dare Soof valley on 
I Monday. *As most of the prisoneis were 
' injured. Alliance commanders decided 
to e;jcpedife the transfer,* he said. * 

In a statement issued from inside 
Afghanistan, Anwari said that the reli- 
gious militia *are yet to honour their 
end of the agreement by releasing our 
15 captured soldiers*. 

Last week, the Taliban handed over 
13 men and the opposition 12 men as 
part of a prisoner exchange arranged 
locally in the same region. 

MullaHamid and Mulla Nasse;r Khan, 
Taliban commanders from Kandahar, 
are in the opposition's custody in 
Dare Soof, where heavy fighting has 
taken place over the past several weeks. 
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Taliban jets bomb 
Panjsher valley 



KABUL, June 22: Jet fighters of 
the Taliban bombed the main oppo- 
sition stronghold of Panjsher valley 
on Tuesday, killing and wounding 
many people, the opposition said. 

Opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood said the Taliban air- 
craft dropped dozens of cluster and 
500-lb bombs on 10 villages in his 



native v^ey, some 120kms to th< 
northeast of Kabul. 

'It also destroyed two houses anc 
we have not got the exact numbei 
of the casualties, which are said^tt 
be many," he said. 

Masood threatened to rocke 
Kabul airport if the Taliban contin 
ued air raids on his bases. — ^Reuters 



Rockets fired at Kabul 



PESHAWAR, June 24: 
Opposition forces fired three rock- 
ets into the Afghanistan capital of 
Kabul on Thursday but caused no 
major damage, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) agency reported, quot- 
ing Taliban sources. 

« AIP said the rockets hit near the 
Khwaja Rawash airport. The oppo- 



sition appeared to be retaliating to 
the bombing of its Bagram air base, 
north of Kabul, by Taliban jets late 
Wednesday. 

At least three opposition fighters 
were killed and eight woimded in 
the Taliban bombing of the Bagram 
garrison, the Taliban sources 
claimed.^pa 



Heavy fighting 
enipts on frontlines 
north of Kabul 

KABUL(;AF^),.- Heavy jMns 
erupted across frontlines north of Ka; 
but, ^aiSliij^* ih6 'prospect the ruling 
Taliban militia has launched a much 
anticipated offensive, independent 
sources and residents said Sunday. , 

Artillery duels and rocket barragei; 
could be heard across the Afghan cap!- 
I talovernightWtildawnSi^ / 

"If it's not the start of tbt offcnsiv^ 
! then its c^rtajl(i5r^efinw^ 
ing ahead ot a'major frjgnt," one inde- 
pendent source said. 

Speculation has intensified in Kabul 
that the ruling Taliban is poised to 
launch a sunmier offensive agair^ tJie 
opposition northern alliance, designed 
to finally end Afghanistai^s long-ruhr 
ning civil war. 
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Ballot on Afghan refugees 



Following are the comments received on the question: 
Should the Pakistan government force Afghan 
refugees to go back to their homeland? The question 
was put to the readers on our Internet edition. 



Only when normalcy returns to Pakistan has no right to send 

Afghanistan, Pakistan government them back due to two reasons. First, 

can think about repatriation of they are in their ancestral land as 

Af^iatt^fiigees. It would be sheer Durand Line is an artificial line and 

inhumanity to force the refugees to has never been accepted by the 

return to a country where their basic Afghans. Secondly, don't forget that 

rights, specially the right to live, will Pakistan has used the Afghan issue 

- *^ - ^ onlytomilkthe West. All that F- 16s, 

tanks and armada would have never 
been added to Pak army, and also 
billions of dollars of aid that was 
poured into Pakistani deep pockets 
would have never received had 
Pakistan not supported Afghans in 
their struggle against Russia. At 
least there is one consolation that the 
Pakistanis, especially their army, 
have become lazy and corrupt. And 
this is beginning of the end. Pakistan 
(Punjabistan) is doomed to crumble 
very soon. And that would be the 
best day for Pakhtuns and Baloch. 

DR AYUB. 



be jeopardised. 

anny@pes.comsatsMet.pk 

They are no more refugees but il- 
legal immigrants living in Pakistan. 
Their presence in our country will 
cause security problems in the near 
future. The division of Afghanistan 
on ethnic lines will fuel the already 
existing Pakhtunkhwa problem 
which means the disintegration of 
Pakistan and addition of an other 
land-locked country to this central 
Asian-cum-westem Asian region. 

A,2LAsad@cas.hull.ac. UKTo:mfo 

@pakcyber.com 

Immediately and undoubtedly 
they should get out. They are of no 
use to us and they are a menace to 
our society. They are not brothers 
anymore. They are armed to the 
teeth and their pockets are full of 
narcotics. 

They have destroyed their coun- 
try and now they want to destroy the 
camps in Hangu area and push them 
back mercilessly to the Afghan bor- 
der. 

TAJ BANGASH IBRAHIMZAI, 
zahraOOOOO@aoLcom 

If they stay in Pakistan, gradually 
they will forget their country and 
their diildten will foiget their moth- 
er tongues. Most of them depend on 
foreign aid and have turned lazy. 
They will never return back to their 
country. It was the USSR policy to 
takt the brain out of the country. 

ABIDJAN, 
Islamabad. 

Let them go back. All our prob- 
lems are due to Afghans as they 
have spread arms and ammunition 
throughout Pakistan 

abhatti2@hotmaiLcom 

Although the Afghans are our 
Muslim brothers, we have to re- 
member that they are the one who 
have brought with them all sorts of 
drugs and smuggled weapons. 
Moreover, they are a great burden qn 
our economy. 

lukystar@yahoo.com 



USA. 



Government should kick them 
out of Pakistan by force, since they 
won't go voluntarily. They are not 
our brothers. They are criminals. 
Enough is enough. 

UMAR MUSTAFA, 
Peshawar. 

As in the United States, they 
should be provided the opportunity 
to become citizens of the country 
and therefore they will be able to 
contribute to the national debt by 
paying taxes, and participate in loc^ 
politics by voting. 

SALAHUDDIN KHALIL, 

Peshawar, 

There is no peace in Afghanistan 
and no security of property and life. 
Besides, ttiese poor fellows sacri- 
ficed theirlives and property for the 
sake of their homeland and liberty. 
One of the reasons for the disintegra- 
tion of Soviet empire was also the 
Afghan resistance movement and no 
wit will be a great betrayal on our 
part and on the part of Americans 
that we should force the Afghan 
refugees to go back to their mother- 
land. 

ABDUL WAKIL, 
Peshawar 

3^ 1|B S^C 3^ 9|c sft 3^ 3^ 9^ 3^ 

No. Force should not be used as 
such. However, they should be 
recognised as Afghan refugees and 
not as Pakistanis. No legal papers, 
identifying them as Pakistanis, 
should be issued to them. When con- 



ditions in their country become nor- 
mal, they should then be encouraged 
to return to their homeland. In the 
meantime, some kind of identifica- 
tion should be issued to them, recog- 
nizing their refugee status, and thev 
should be treated humanely as much 
as possible. 

ishalud@hotmail.com 

Hit******** 

They are not refugees and where 
they are living is basically a part of 
Afghanistan. We, the Afghans living 
in the present day Pakistan, have the 
right to cross the artificially created 
Durand Line as Afghans are living 
on both side of this line. The home- 
land of Pakhtun has never been a 
part of South Asia but geo-culturally 
a part of Central Asia. Peshawar has 
always been considered a Central 
Asian city whidi used to be the win- 
ter capital of Afghanistan. 

INAMUR REHMAN KHALIL, 

Peshawar. 

t****^**** 

Right now when the Russians are 
no more there what is the reason be- 
hind their unwanted presence in 
Pakistan. Sending back of six mil- 
lion Afghans to their own country 
may help in bringing this bloody war 
to an end. They have caused an ir- 
reparable loss to Pakistan. Staying 
away of the Afghani people from 
their homeland md is tant^kmount to 
destroying not only the already war- 
trodden Afghanistan but also to ag- 
gravate die situation in Pakistan. 

youscf.Hussain@orst.edu 
********** 

They can stay until these idiot 
Taliban get disappear from 
Afghanistan. 

moska555S@aoLcom 
********** 

Why should the government 

force refugees to go back. If they are 

to go back then those mohajirs who 

came during the partition of India 

should follow the suit 

yuscfw4ever@hotmailcom 
********** 

Pakistan government should 

force all non-I^khtun refugees to go 

back to their homeland. 

gks@kaskad.ru 
********** 
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On humanitarian grounds alone, 
we can*t let the strife-stricken 
Afghaa brethren go back. But some 
of them should restrain from Illegal 
activities in Pakistan. They should 
be sent back immediately if found 
involved in drug-smuggling, guns- 
import, child abduction or political 
interference in Pakistan affairs. Our 
best efforts and prayers should go to 
all innocent Afghans, suffering from 
political instability. May Allah bless 
and guide Muslims of the worid. 
AN URDU-SPEAKING BROTHER, 

Karachi. 

Do you really think these guys 
will go back to their country? This 
country is America for these people 
and they will never go back. These 
people are going to destroy our 
Pakhtun area. 

sMder@worldnet.an,net 

Pakhtunkhwa is also their home 
and no one is supposed to force 
some one out of their homes. 

chieft@paknetl,ptc,pk 

Yes the refugees should be sent 
back but not b^use Pakistan does 
not care about them but because now 
there is an established government 
(albeit a military regime). This gov- 
ernment must be made recognise 
that they are responsible for their fel- 
low citizen's pli^t 

arvie@xiber,net 

It is a shame for Pakistan to think 
of such a thought, specially when 
they have benefitted tremendously 
frcMn Afghanistan's misfortune. The 
fact is that Pakistan has received 
90% of the foreign aid meant for the 

Afj^answar. 

qfghamstan@afghanistans.com 

Now they are Pakistanis and we 
should formulate a strategy to edu- 
cate them and utilise their talents. 
Thus instead of forcing them to go 
back, we should give them Pakistani 
nationality. 

HAIDER ALI TAN VEER, 

California 

Afghan refugees are not only a 
burden on Pakistan's economy but 
they are idso great threat to the local 
people in form of law and order. 
They usually have disputes with lo- 
cal people on different issues like 
rent, business and other such things. 
The reason of their aggressiveness is 
that they have seen fighting through- 
out their lives. If they stayed for next 
few years we may see a second 
Lebanon in Pakistan, especially in 
NWFP 

IFHKHAR KHALIL, 
Oklahoma. 



Afghans are a burden on the 
Pakistan economy and should, un- 
conditionally, be forced out of 
Pakistan. 

Look at the history of the Afghan 
people. They have a consistent 
record of inflicting emotional and 
physical pains to Pakistani people. 
After t he independence of Pakistan, 

Afghanistan was the first state to 
deny the recognition of Pakistan and 
oppose its formation. In years to fol- 
low, Afghani people continue to 
show cold and disrespectful attitude 
towards all the friendly gestures 
made by Pakistan. Even during the 
peak of Afghan war, when Pakistan 
was the only channel through which 
all kinds of support flew into 
Afghanistan, they never felt any- 
thing for Pakistan. And recently, the 
Taliban have, at several occasions, 
opened fire on Pakistani troops 
across the border. 

All these actions on behalf of 
Afghan people reflect that for some 
reasons fiiese people do not have the 
sanity to recognise their friends and 
foes. They are not faithful to the 
people who help them. They certain- 
ly have failed so far to give any clear 
evidence or signal that they respect 
the people of Pakistan. 
' How can we aft'ord to keep such 
people on our land? We should not 
have any soft comer for them. 

oneeb.saadat@natinst.com 

Illegal immigrante have created a 
lot of problems for Pakistan. They 
are involved in crimes like car lifting 
and drug trafficking. We do not want 
any more such people in the areas 
like NWFP which are the centers of 
crime 

khurram.2@osu.edu 

God forbid. Such times could 
come to Pakistanis as well, and we 
may need help of our Muslim neigh- 
bors then. A good Muslim al>yays 
lends a helping hand to his brethren. 

A^MOHAJIR', 
Karachi 

If refugees are to be sent back to 

Aeir homelands, then, don't start 

with Afghans, but with those who 

came from India in 1947 and to this 

day refer to themselves as "muha- 
«• ,, 
jirs . 

rahj@nortel.com 



If the Afghans are told to leave 
Pakistan so should the mohajirs. The 
only reason why we haven't given 
much attention to the mohajirs is be- 
cause they are closely related (cul- 
turally) to Punjabis. I do agree that 
Afghan refugees have created cer- 
tain problems within Pakistan. If you 



look at the problems the mohajirs 
have created they are far more se- 
vere and serious as compared to 
those of the Afghans. The mohajirs 
have posed a threat to the sovereign- 
ty of t*akistan by trying to divide 
Karachi. They have no respect for 
the law, they murder and kidnap 
Pakistanis. By expelling mohajirs 
you many problems that plague 
Pakistan could be solved. 

ASAD ULLAH, 
Peshawar. 

They are burden on our economy 
and their presence is making many 

problems for us. They are supplying 
cheap labour as result of which our 
own labour is jobless. 

s. mahfooz @ livjm. ac. uk 

After a long stay in our country 
now they must quit. 

ahmadnaveed@hotmail.com 

Well, as Muslims we can force 
our Muslim brothers to go back. 

wamalik@hotmaiLcom 

Certainly, they should be sent 
back. Pakistan can't afford to keep 
refugees any longer because of the 
present economic crises. 

shahpak89@aoLcom 

No. The real refugees (the poor 
ones) who fled from me Russian ajg- 
gression have mostly returned. The 
second wave was that of political 
refugees who have escaped from po- 
litical persecution of one group or 
the other. Thus, they should remain 
in Pakistan in peace for as long as 
there is established safe and secure 
environment in Afghanistan. 

The Afgjians have always helped 
the residents of current Pakistan and 
Muslims of India. Just at the turn of 
this century, eighteen to twenty 
thousands families from India were 
given refuge in Afghanistan during 
Ghazi Amanullah Khan's era. Those 
were mostly political refugees who 

had denounced the British Raj. ^,^rT^r» nr^CT 

Those people were not only wel- gRONTlER rUOl 
comed by the Afghans, but also been 
allotted lands. Always when an 
Indian Muslim (even Punjabi) is in n HiW 1QQQ 
need, the Afghans fight for their ^^^^ 
rigjits. However, when an Afghan is 
in trouble they are always ignored 
by our Pakistiwii brethren in Islam. 

Sher Shah Suri lost his life for 
Indian Muslim women's honor. 
Ahmad Shah Abdali came down to 
India and defeated the Maihattas for 
the Indian Muslims. Zaman Shah 
freed Punjabi Muslims from the 
wrath of Sikhs. But when the 
Afghans were in trouble, Zia's 
regime spent most of the Afghan 
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Jihad money somewhere else, and 
Nawaz Sharif first destroyed the 
Afghan army and now help convert- 
ine Afghanistan into a buffer zone. 
KHAN SHAUKAT KHAN. 

USA 

No, Pakistan has no right to force 
the refugees go back to Afghanistan 
because they are not refugees. They 
are on their own land, Pakhtunkhwa, 
and we Pakhtuns have not only com- 
mon ancestry but also a common 
culture, common language, and 
common history. 

If, after all. refugees are to be 
kicked out from Pakhtunkhwa, let us 
start with the Punjabi settlers. 

J,M,Khan@machine2,clock' 
watchers.com 

Most of the country area of 
Afghanistan is at peace. So the 
refuges belonging to those areas can 
go back to their home-land and start 
the reconstruction of their county, 
while others may stay in Pakistan till 
the establishment of, a complete 
peace. 

Pukhtoon@tig.conuau 

Afghan refugees should go back 
to their country as there is no occu- 
pation of foreign power in 
Afghanistan at present. If there is a 
war between Afghan mullahs it*s not 
a new phenomenon. They've been 
killing each other for centuries. 
Millions of Afghan refugees left 
their homeland at the time of "Bacha 

AZIZBALOCH, 
Virginia, 

Its now high time for Afghans to 
solve their problems witfiout foreign 
help. We have paid a very high pnce 

for our support a i n 

iUMAL SAEED KHALIL, 

Peshawan 

I am surprised tiiat some 
Pakistani political parties want tiic 
Afrfian reftigecs to go back now af- 
ter tiic success of Taliban, just be- 
cause tiieir business of fuchng the 
Afdian war has come to an end. My 
opinion is Uiat tiiere should be no 



forced removal of Afghans from 

Pakistan. , 

ZALMAV, 

Mardaru 



No, because Pakistan itself is re- 
sponsible for Uie situation by pre- 
venting self determination which 
alone would allow peace and ensure 
the return of refugees 

ABDUL HADI, 
Peshawar. 

It is very simple, as long as they 
are on the ri^t side of Indus they are 
not refugees. 

SIRMUST, 
USA. 

Whatsoever has Pakistan done to 
counter the aggression, has resulted 
in troubles for us. In fact the war was 
also not of ours, it was an American 
war that we fought The only benefit 
of the war goes to USA. We are still 
suffering because of it. All the ter- 
rorist activities going on in pur 
homeland are because of this war. 
kayani@helios.phy.ohioiLedu 

Pakhtunkhwa is tiie land of 
Pakhtuns. pefore us it belonged to 
Sikhs. Our forefatiiers conquered 
NWFP and many Pakhtuns 
(Afghans) migrated to it. Today we 
live here and are ready to die for it, 
but we forgot that every inhabitant 
of NWFP (Pakhtuns only) came 
from Afghanistan, we did not go \ 
back and so should they. Pakistan 
should better send mohajirs back to 

Hindustan instead. 

khybei98®aolcom 

Afghans are basically butchered ; 
by Russians and Americans through 
different means. After the withdraw- 
al of Russia, it is America which is 
sending, one after anotiier, new 
groups to rule Kabul. Earlier they 
help^ Hekmatyar and Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, while now.tiiey are sup- 

pcMting Taliban. 

mstar@del2.vsnLneLm 

Historically all Pakhtuns are 
refugees from Afghanistan. The dif- 
ference between us and these 



refugees is that of time, that too of a 
few hundred years. 

l060S0.560@coinpuserve.com 

They must be send back because 
they are an extra burden on our al- 
ready week economy and because 
they have given us drugs and kalash- 
nikovs culture. One more historical 
fact is Uiat they have never been 
trustworthy and loyal to otiier 
Muslims. 

WAJBD NOOR. 
wajidnoor@cheerfiiLcom 

These refugees have been in 
Pakistan for a long time and they can 
be utilised for various industries in 
Pakistan such as mining, fishing, 
manufacturing and transport. Give 
them Pakistani citizenship as they 
speak Pakhto and ethnically belong 
to the same group. 

spinzer@aoLcom 

Yes, I think the Afghan refugees 
should go back home and get on 
with their life. We as Muslim 
brotiiers have played our role by 
fulfilling our duty. It is tiie time 
tiiat they should go back home and 
live in peace. Until and unless they 
they go back and face their prob- 
lems, tiiey will never be able to 
solve them. 

ASBPJAN. 
jane(hg@juno,com 

i Compiled by PakCyber 
(ht^://www.pakcyberx(mi) 
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Causes of continuation of 



Afghan war 



DAWN 



First part appeared December 27 
The coup attempt gave Amin 
justification for purging the 
Parchamites from the government 
posts and for jailing a great num- 
ber of them. Moreover, Karmal 
and odier envoys were immediate- 
ly summoned home to stand trial, 
but as expected, they refused to 
come back. 

Hence Amin's fmal battle against 
the Parchamites culminated in 
sweeping them from the political 
scene of the country and in monopo- 
lising the power by the Khalqis, a 
goal for the achieving of which he 
woiked so diligently since the estab- 
lishment of the communist rule in 
thecounU^. 

With the war against the 
Parchamites over, the Khalqis 
formed an all-out Khalqi govern- 
ment, which embarked upon the so- 
called reforms, poisonously radical, 
that sowed the seeds of the ongoing 
devastating war in Afj^anistan. 
The Khalqi refonns 
After monopolising state power, 
the Khalqis started to implement the 
Basic Lines of the Revolutionary 
Duties of the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan, a thirty-point refor- 
mation programme which had been 
announced two weeks after the 
coup. The aim of the programme 
was, as it was stated in its introduc- 
tion, **to transform the traditional 
Afghan society into a new flour- 
ished one, based on the principles of 
socialism and equality. To achieve 
this goal, tl^ building of a socialist 
society in Afghanistan, the Khalqis 
hurriedly issued eight revolutionaiy 
decrees, three of which — 6th, 7th, 
and 8tfi — dealt with social and eco- 
nomic reforms in the country. But 
the decrees, instead of reforming the 
society, deformed it because they 
did not conform to the realities of 
Afghanistan. One of the reasons of 
the non-conformity of the decrees 
with the Afghan realities was that 
the ignorant Khalqis lacked the ex- 
pertise that the intended reforms 
would require. 

As it was stated earlier in this 
chapter, most of the Khalqis were 
not sufficiently educated. What 
made things worse was the fact that 
the Khalqis were allergic to educat- 
ed people, especially to those who 
were educated in the West. Their 
dislike for the western-educated 
people was so obvious and so strong 
that any one of them who was not 
proved otherwise was considered a 
counter-revdiutionary, deserving the 
possible harshest punishment. If any 
evidence that could prove the in- 
volvement of a western educated 
suspect in atiti-revolutionary activi- 
ties did not exist, an English dictio- 
nary that was unearthed during the 



search of his house was enough for 
his conviction. ^ ] ' 

The Khalqis argued that the edu- 
cated people who had not been 
members of the PDPA prior to the 
coup constituted a class whose inter- 
ests were not compatible with those 
of the proletariats; therefore, the 
Khalqis believed that they should 
not be entrusted with the important 
jobs in the government. Thus, the 
assertion of Bhabani Sen Gupta that 
the first cabinet formed after the 
coup included ten ministers who had 
been to the US for advanced studies 
and that only three ministers of that 
cabinet received their education at 
the Kabul University is totally 
wrong and baseless. 

According to the 1978 year book 
of Afghanistan, only Amin, 
Mansoor Hashmi and Salim Masudi 
were the American-educated minis- 
ters of the first communist cabinet. 
The majority of the remaining mem- 
ber of the cabinet, except three of 
tfie Russian-trained ministers, were 
either graduates of the Kabul 
University or were twelve graders. 
At least one of the ministers, Abdul 
Karim Mesaq, the minister of fi- 
nance, did not have formal educa- 
tion a^ve the primary level. 

As a result of the ignorance of the 
ruling Khalqis, the religious belief, 
social customs, moral vdues and the 
centuries-old traditions of the 
Afghan people were totally disre- 
ga^bd in preparation for the imple- 
mentation of the so-called reforma- 
tion programme. Furthermore, the 
required statistical survey without 
whidi the fulfillment of a grandiose 
task such as the land reform is not 
possible, was not done. 

Consequently, the decrees con- 
cerning social and economic re- 
forms, namely, decrees Nos 6,7 and 
8 were manifestly flawed, and 
caused even those people to be 
alienated from the government who 
were the intended beneficiaries of 
the reforms. In reality, the alienation 
of the people from the government 
because of the enforcement of the 
above-mentioned decrees was not 
unexpected. To understand this, we 
ought to discuss them in detail. 

Decree No 6 

This decree had two aims. Its first 
aim was to relieve the peasants from 
the burden of debts. For the achieve- 
ment of this goal, the decree simply 
stipulated that any peasant who had 
borrowed money from any one be- 
fore 1974, three years prior to the 
enforcement of the decree, was ex- 
empt from repaying his debt. The 
second goal of the decree was to 
have that land restored to its owner 
which had been given in mortgage 
in return for receiving a certain 
amount of mone^ 



As a matter of fact, the decree 
backfired, causing a great deal of re- 
sentment in the peasants against the 
government for the following two 
reasons: 

1) Repaying the borrowed money 
is the religious obligation of the 
Muslims. Abiding by the provisions 
of this decree barred the peasants 
from fulfilling this religious obliga- 
tion. In other words, abiding by the 

( Abdul Jabar Sabit ) 

provision of the decree was equiva- 
lent to committing a sin, and com- 
mitting a sin for a Muslim is some- 
thing that he would try to avoid. 

In the same manner, a Muslim 
would not be willing to redeem his 
land without repaying the money he 
has received for it, for Islam forbids 
him to keep the borrowed money 
which he is supposed to pay on the 
r^mpdon of his land. 

2) The enforcement of the de- 
cree left masses of the destitute 
peasants, who needed to borrow 
money at the time of need and pay 
it back at his convenience, helpless 
because it destroyed the trust and 
assurance that one would get his 
money back if he lent it to a peas- 
ant. There was many a peasant who 
needed nioney to take his sick rela- 
tive to the doctor, to buy a pair of 
cheap shoes for his child who went 
to the village school, to buy some 
wheat to feed his family with up to 
the harvest, but due to the uncertain. . 
and insecure situation created by 
the decree No 6, he could not bor- 
row a single penny. Consequently, 
the misery of the peasants whom 
the government wanted to win over 
through the enactment and enforce- 
ment of the decree was intensified 
as a result of putting in practice the 
provisions of it. 

In this way, the peasants, en- 
gulfed by the new misery and barred 
from fulfilling a religious duty of 
theirs, repaying their debt, turned 
into anti-government masses, ready 
to act vindictively against the gov- 
ernment 

DecreeNo.7 

Decree No. 7, promulgated in 
eariy October 1978, was to emanci- 
pate women, to mobilise them polit- 
ically and to equalise their rights 
with those of men. After its |womul- 
gation, Taraki proudly announced, 
*The Afj^an women from now are 
free in the real sense of the word and 
have equal ri^ts with men.'* But the 
decree, notwithstanding its noble 
purpose, contained some articles 
that antagonised not only the conser- 
vative elements in the society but 
also the feminist 
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The thing that embittered the 
feminists was article three, which set 
the maximum amount of mahn 
dowry, at 300 Afghanis. The article 
read, *The ^rl or her guardian shall 
not take cash or commodities in the 
name of dowry in excess of ten 
dirham according to Shariat." It 
should be noted that mahr is the 
money that the husband pledges to 
pay to the wife^^^ndt the father of the 
wife. One third of it should be paid 
after or before the marriage, and the 
remaining of it is better to be paid if 
the husband divorces his wife. Hiis 
point many Of the non-Muslims do 
not understand. 

The other noteworthy point that 
helps us to understand the negative 
effects of Decree No.7 is that in 
Islam, except in some rare cases, the 
husband has the power either to di- 
vorce his wife or to abstain from di- 
vorcing her. He can arbitrarily di- 
vorce his wife any moment and can 
refuse to divorce her even she wants 
to be divorced. Keeping these two 
points in view, one can say that 
Decree No. 7, on the one hand, en- 
dangered the integrity of the fami- 
lies because it made divorce easier 
than before through lowering the 
amount of money that a husband 
had to pay the divorced wife. On the 
other hand, the decree ruined the fu- 
ture financial security of the di- 
vorced wife which Islam provides 
for. If a woman was divorced, she 
received only three hundred af;^a- 
nis, a catastrophe for a helpless 
woman who is left without anyone 
to look after her. 

Another controversial article of 
the decree was article four. It al- 
lowed girls, too, to break their en- 
gagements, if they chose so, before 
their marriages. This was an innova- 
tion that ran counter to the Af^^an 
tradition and the Islamic tenets. 
Neither Islam nor the Afghan social 
traditions does allow a woman to 
, back up from her most important 
promise in her life, the promise to 
many someone, made either directly 
or through her guardian. With the 
enforcement of Decree No. 7, how- 
ever, many giris, especially in urban 
areas, walk^ away from those who 
were supposed to be their partners in 
life, their husbands. This new revo- 
lutionary freedom enabled a girl to 
renounce a marriage promise just 
minutes before her marriage was of- 
ficially sanctified. In this way, most 
of the engagements, especially the 
arranged ones, fell victims to the 
revolutionary freedoms. 

The last point to be made about 
Decree No. 7 is that the local Khalqi 
officials, referring to the provisions 
of it regarding the emancipation of 
women and to the related comment 
of Taraki which he said that the 
Afghan women were 'tree*', forced 
the locals in most places to send the 
newly established adult literacy 
courses their women folk. 



This move of the Khalqis, forcing 
people to send their womenfolk to 
participate in the adult education 
classes, caused commotion in many 
parts of the country, notably in 
Herat, where the programme of 
adult literacy had been started be- 
fore other provinces. There, in early 
March 1979, the people staged a big 
demonstration against the forced 
participation of women in the adult 
education classes. The provincial 
authorities, anxious to put down the 
uprising as quickly as possible, or- 
dered the armed forces to fire on the 
unprecedentedly large crowd of peo- 
ple. The demonstrators who were 
armed returned the fire. This con- 
frontation led to a two-week long 
war between the armed forces and 
the insurgents, in which the city fell 

to the latter briefly, where they pa- 
raded the bodies of the Soyiet advi- 
sors killed in the confrontation 
through the streets. It was reported 
latter that tens of thousands of peo- 
ple, including a big number of 
Soviet advisors, woiicing in the mili- 
tary establishments in Herat, were 
killed in the fighting. 

An Afghan writer, writing about 
the negative impacts of Decree No. 
7, asks, **What else can be more of- 
fending to an Afghan than to force 
him to send his wife, his sister, or his 
daughter, who has lived all her lives 
in the privacy of her house, to sit in 
front of a male stranger to learn 
writing and reading"? 

To sum up the discussion about 
Decree No. 7, one can safely say 
that the decree and the Khalqis en- 
forced it were among the main caus- 
es of the revolt of the people against 
the Khalqi government. 

Decree No. 8 

This decree was meant to bring 
about the long-awaited and overdue 
land reform to alleviate the inequali- 
ty and injustice that existed in the 
land ownership in spme parts, espe- 
, daily in the ncMth and in the west, of 
the country. But it did not work for 
the obvious reason: it was in sub- 
stance against the Islamic creeds. 

For example, the decree provided 
for the confiscation of the land that 
every landowner had in excess of j 
the ceiling that it had set for the land 
ownership; whereas Islam strictly 
foibids the government to take one's 
' property without compensation, un- 
less it had been acquired unlaw^Uy. 

After the decree was promulgat- 
ed "with great fanfare", there was 
very little doubt with the people 
about its being un-Islamic. So, when 
the process of the confiscation of the 
land of the landowners and it free 
distribution to the landless started, a 
great number of peasants in many 
parts of the country refiised to take 
the land to which they were entitled 
under the provisions of the decree. 
They righdy believed that in accor- 
dance with the Islamic creeds it was 
unlawful for them to take possession 
of the land that was confiscated by 
the government against the will and 
without the consent of its owners.. 



iufbecause ^the irresSsuSle pre 
sure of the government they had to 
. yield and, with notable reluctance, 
accept the land that diey were of- 
fered. Yet many of the peasants went 
secretly to the landowners whose 
land they were given to assure them 
that from the crops that the land 
yielded they would take only the 
portion of to which their labour on 
the land entitled them, and that they 
would hand over the remaining to 
them, the landowners. 

It was the un-Islamic aspect of 
the land reform that caused it to pro- 
duce unintended results, that is, in- 
stead of turning the masses of the 
landless peasants into the staunch 
supporters of the revolution the sole 
purpose of the programme it pushed 
them into the opposition camp. In 
addition to its being un-Islamic, the 
land reform was conspicuously ill- 
devised. As a matter of fact, the 
^ole programme was prepared in a 
vacuum.No survey was done to de- 
termine the acreage that was avail- 
able for distribution, to ascertain in 
every province and all over 
Afghanistan the number of people 
endtled to get land under the reform 
programme to determine the mini- 
mum acreage of different land in 
di£ferent regions that feeds an aver- 
age size family. No figure of this na- 
ture was available. The government, 
however, published some figures af- 
ter it embarked upon the implemen- 
tation of the decree, but those fig- 
ures were based on.the faulty and in- 
complete survey done by the Daud 
government for a land reform the 
nature of which was a completely 
different from the Khalqis'. 

One of the reasons that the 
Khalqis started the land reform pro- 
gramme so hastily was their anx- 
iousness to curb the rebellion that 
had been sparked by Decree Nos. 6 
and 7. To curb the, resistance, 
spreading with surprising speed to 
all comers of the country, the c 
Khalqis desperately needed the^ 
backing of the peasants. The easiest a 
and the surest way, it seemed to the S 
Khalqi leader^ip, endless their sup- 
port of the peasants was to give •8 
them what every one of them de- ^ 
sired most, a plot of arable land that ^ 
could cultivate for himself and his g 
family. That was why the Khalqis all ^ 
of a sudden began to implement the J 
land reform wiSiout having prepared .eg 
the ground for it € 
To conclude the discussion about g 
the Khalqis reformation programme, 
I should say that the. over all pro- ^ 
gramme was untimely, unscientific, e 
uncalled for and unpopular. 

It was untimely, because it was 
commenced at a time when the soci-*! 
ety was not prepared in the slightest s 
to embrace it Indoctrinating the so-ii 
ciety generally and the potentials 
hostile elements particularly should J 
have been the first thing to be done m 
before the launching of the reform. | 
Karmal is said to have objected, in a J 
meeting of die Revolutionary e 
Council two weeks after the estab- ^ 
lishment of the communist govern- 
ment to die suggestion of Amin dia 
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Afghan moot opens in Cyprus 



LONDON (NNl): A conference on 
Afghanistan opens in Lamaka. Cyprus 
to explore ways and means for the solu- 
tion of Afghan conflict, reports BBC. 

Different Afghan groups and Afghan 
individuals from the US and Europe are 
participating in it. A similar conference 
was held in February as well. Although 
there is somewhat difference J)etween 
the participants of the two meetings but 
the aims and objectives are identical. 
The participants want to reach an agree- 
ment for devising a plan for the settle- 
ment of the Afghan conflidt. 

The difference between the current 
and previous Wetings is th^t the per- 
sonalities iMurnctpating it are ti6t repre^ 
senting . their . organizations rather they 
just qon^y the ideas, views and opin- 
ions Qf^e conference to their respec- 

/ Tkliban have said they are ready to 
attend the conference provided they are 
Invited as representative of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan. They had put 



some other conditions as well. For ex- 
ample, they wanted their delegation to 
be 6 member and also desired that such 
meeting should be held inside Afghani- 
stan in future. 

The issue was largely debated and the 
participants of the meetings were of the 
view that Taliban are not in a position to 
be recognized as a government. Every 
Afghan group, they said can however 
participate in the conference. Finally it 
was decided to respond positively to the 
demands of the Taliban. The envoys of 
the former Afghan monarch Muhammad 
Zahir Shah are not taking part in it but 
there are some people who might have 
inclination towards the ex- Afghan king. 
The preliminary session focused on how 
to find a political solution to the Afghan 
crisis. The participants were of the view 
that majority of the people of Afghani- 
stan are not independent to express their 
will and views as they are under the 
influence of the two main warring Af- 
ghan factions. 
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Call to implement 
Zahir Shah plan 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The antral executive 
committee of tbe GreatKational Illamic 
Front in its meeting heii with Haji 
Mohanunad Anwar Almas Miskeen has 
announced support in favour of the re- 
cent peace proposals of former King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah. 

The meeting besides Haji Anwar Al- 
mas Miskeen was also addressed by Dr. 
Sadiq, Maulana Mohammad 2^man, 
Gen. Wazir Mohammad, Amin Khan, 
Mohammad Jafar and others. The 
speakers described their views on the 
current situation of Afghanistan. All of 
them have also diverted attention of the 
world countries towards the miseries of 
common Afghans. 

The meeting after holding a detailed 
debate on current situation of Afghani- 
stan, through a unanimous resolution an- 
nounced support to the peace formula of 
fonher king Mohammad Zahir Shah. 

Through anodier resolution, the meet- 
ing also asked for early convening a 
meeting of the traditional Loya Jii^ga 
according to the peace proposals of 
2^ir Shah. In this connection, it uig^ 
the UN and OIC to help the peace com- 
mission for early compledon of the Loya 
Jiiga. The k>ya jiiga must compnse lepie- 
soitadves all Afghan segments. 

Through another resolution, the meet- 
ing called upon all neighbouring and 
regional countries and forces to stop 
interferences in affairs of Afghanistan. 
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Afghanistan: the external factor 
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AS our attention has shitted to tne 
confrontation developing along the 
Line of Control in Kashmir, 
Afghanistan has receded into the back- 
ground. However, reports continue 
about skirmishes and prisoner 
exchanges within the coimtry, as about 
the concerns and perceptions of 
numerous external players which are 
involved. 

We may recall the recent visit of the Foreign 
Minister of Uzbekistan, Mr Abdulaziz Kamilov, 
to Pakistan towards the end of May, when a 
broad agreement on the urgent need to restore 
peace and stability in the war torn land through 
indigenous dialogue between factions control- 
ling territory was announced, to be facilitated by 
theUNandOIC. 

With the end of the winter, a certain heating 
up of the conflict inside Afghanistan has been in 
evidence since April. While there have been 
reports of several clashes between the Taliban, 
and the northern Alliance forces, the basic facts 
on the ground have not changed, with the 
Taliban in effective control of nearly 90 per cent 
of Afghanistan. The so-called Northern Alliance 
is virtually reduced to Ahmad Shah Masoud, 
who continues to receive massive assistance 
from Iran and Russia, both of which remain 
determined to dilute Taliban control, if they can- 
not eliminate it altogether. 

Whereas the period of the. Soviet occupation 
of Afghanistan from 1979 to 1989 saw a proxy 
war between the two superpowers, the subse- 
quent decade has witnessed several of the 
regional powers become engaged in a contest for 
influence in this strategically located laiid. 
Indeed, even the Great Powers have not lost 
interest in the turmoil inside Afghanistan, ^d 
continue to bring to bear the means available to 
them on the evolving situation there. Among 
them, Russia, which continues to have the great- 
est influence in the former Soviet republics of 
Central Asia (CARs), including responsibility for 
their internal and external security under the 
CIS imibrella, is the most important. 

The Prime Minister's visit to Russia from 19 to 
22 April 1999, which was the first such visit from 
Pakistan in 25 years, broke significant groimd to 
improve relations with a power that had revived 
its strategic partnership with India along a pat- 
tern reminiscent of the cold war years. Moscow, 
whose primary concern is to salvage its former 
influence in areas of strategic and economic rele- 
vance in Central, West and South Asia, has been 
responsive to Pakistan's efforts to underscore 
the mutuality of their interest in promoting sta- 
bility in Afghanistan. Fairly high level contacts 
have been maintained over the past two years, 
involving a dialogue with responsible Russian 
Foreign Ministry officials. 

The latest of these high level dialogues was 
conducted during the visit of Additional Foreign 
Secretary Ifdkhar Murshid to Moscow, on 11-12 
May, shortly after the visit of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. His main interlocutor was Deputy 
Foreign Minister Pasovaluk, who had visited 
Pakistan earlier also for the periodic parleys 
centring on Afghanistan. These contacts, which 
had followed the recognition of Taliban by 
Pakistan in May 1997, reflected the anxiety of 
Moscow to keep abreast of the developments in 
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By Dr Maqbool Ahmad Bhatty 

Afghanistan, and particularly to imderstand the 
policies and goals of the Taliban who had 
emerged as the most powerful faction in the 
country. 

The two sides had a wide-ranging and compre- 
hensive discussion pertaining to the situation in 
Afghanistan, in the light of the agreement 
reached during the visit of Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif that the two countries would work 
together to promote a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict in Afghanistan, under the auspices of 
the UN. It was pointed out to the Russian side 
that their apprehensions on the adverse conse- 
quences of the successes achieved by the 
Taliban had not been fulfilled. 

These fears had been that the conflict inside 
Afghanistan might spill over into Central Asia, 
that this might precipitate an influx of refugees 
into the CARs and that the Taliban would seek 
to export their fundamentalist ideology to that 
region. The Taliban had become the dominant 
factor in Afghanistan, and had demonstrated 
due regard for international norms, even though 
they were a movement, rather than a political or 
military faction. They were in control of 90 per 
cent of Afghan territory, and most of the faction- 
al leaders of the past, including Rabbani, had 
become irrelevant, since they did not control any 
territory. i 

Deputy Foreign Minister Pasovaluk had raised ning operations, since most of the mines were 
the issues of Taliban involvement in drug traf- laid by Soviet forces. ' 
ficking and terrorism. He was informed that ttie Russia may not yet be ready to meet these) 
Taliban considered drugs lin-Islamic, and the demands, but it would certainly like to have 
trajfficking was taking place from the northern ^^^^ frequent access to the Taliban leadership., 
part of Afghanistan through Centtal Asia and The possibility of a future high level Russian 
Russia to Western Europe. As for terrorism, it emissary meeting high ranking Taliban repre-l 
was occurring even in Pakistan and other coim- sentatives was mentioned during the Moscow 
tries of South Asia. It was further pointed out discussions. In the meantime, Russia would like 
that the violence in Central Asia, as exemplified see progress towards a peaceful evolution in 
by the recent incidents in Uzbekistan and Afghanistan, through the six plus two mecha-> 
Tajikistan, was owing to local rivalries, and did created under the UN. Russia's main aim is 
not have the remotest connection with the bring about a broad-based regime, in 
Taliban. It may be recalled that Russia has Afghanistan, in which all major ethhic^buj^s ^ 
sought increased contacts with the Taliban, and ^® represented. 

Russian envoys visiting Pakistan for discussions The frank discussions in Moscow held during 
on Afghanistan, notably Alexander Oblov, were Murshid-Pasovaluk parleys on 11-12 May 
enabled to meet Taliban representatives. Russia can be regarded as a valuable follow-up to | 
obviously cannot ignore a movement that con- ^e Prime Minister's visit, not only with regard 
trols 90 per cent of Afghanistan. Before they con- Afghanistan, but also from the viewpoint of 
sider establishhig any kind of of fidal relation- bilateral relations, as weU as of the future inter- * 
ship with Russia, the TaHban have made a series action between the two countries in Central ) 
of demands, which have been conveyed to Asia. Two important principles were agreed con- 
Russian envoys:- ceming these aspects:- ^ 

i) Russia must tender an apology for invading ^: Russia did not regard its relations with the . 
Afghanistan; major South Asian countries as a zero sum game./ 

ii) Russia must dismantle the military bases it Moscow would like to build up relations with I 
has set up along the Afghan border in Tajikistan; Pakistan irrespective of relations with other ^ 

iii) Russia must stop printing currency that is countnes. 
usedby the Northern Alliance; 2. So far as Central Asia was concerned, 

iv) Russia should pay reparations for the ^^a should be seen not as a competitor, but as 
destruction its military intervention in a partner. 

Afghanistan caused; These positive indications on bilateral rela- 

v) Russia shoiald render assistance with demi- are doubtless a part of the strategy to gain 

support for an approach to Afghanistan that 

' takes cognizance of the reservations of Russia, 
and other regional players with regard to the 
Taliban dominated scenario there. 

Iran is another power which has legitimate 
concerns in Afghanistan, derived firom geograph- 
iQQQ ical, historical and cultural factors. Until 1993, 

Pakistan and Iran worked closely together toj^ 
promote a broad-based set-up in the war ravaged 
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Forest fire 
rages in 

Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Four people 
were killed and dozens of houses were 
gutted as a huge forest fire continued to 
rage in eastern Afghanistan^ Kunar 
province, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported Saturday. 

The area is held by the Taliban mili- 
tia which lacks proper facilities to ex- 
tinguish the fire, it said. 

United Nations officials here con- 
firmed the Islamic militia had launched 
an appeal for international help to bring 
the under control. ^ 
^ ?!flRfirecniptcdintheDaiTae Peech 
I fuests, 35 kilometer south of Kunar*s 
key city of Asadabad, over the week- 
end. 

\(illagers and the ill-equipped local 
administration have been try ing to tame 
the blaze but it has now sprpad to nearby 
hills, the Pakistan based pjdvate Views 
service reported. 

At least four people were IdUed when 
trapped while cutting trees and digging 
trenches in a bid to contain the infemo, 
it said. ^> \ 

Sadre Azam, Taliban* s top official in 
Kunar said the fire had displaced some 
3,000 people in at least 12 villages, AIP 
said. 

So far thousands of trees have been 
destroyed and an unspecified number 
of cattle killed, he said. 

*We have no fire fighting arrange- 
ments,* Azam said adding the UN and 
other relief agencies must immediately 
help the Taliban to prevent further 
losses. 

The forest was known for supplying 
fine quality timber for buildings and 
carpentry in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
it said. 

The cause of the fire which has en- 
gulfed tens of kilometers of forest land 
was not immediately known, AIP said. 

One report said it could have been 
result of some tribal feud in the 
area, AIP said, adding two local 
•clans had a longstanding land dis- 
pute in the region. 
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Afghan gypsies back 
home after 20 years 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghan nomads; 
the Kuchi, are fighting their way 
through central Afghatiistan in li bid to 
reclaim lost and dispuited land confis- 
cated during occupation by the former 
Soviet Union. 

The offensive began in late May 
after the ruling Taliban recaptured the 
strategic city of Bamiyan from local 
Hezb-i-Wahdat forces who had staged 
a series of popular rebellions against 
militia rule. 

Since then, the nomads* bid for lost 
ground in the surrounding area has 
been aided by a growing le&gee prob- 
leny from th& civil war, and has been 
bo6sted by support from authorities in 
the Taliban *s de facto capital of 
Kandahar. 

Critics concede the land grab is based 
on legitimate Kuchi claims which 
stretch back more than 100 years. 

However, they add that methods 
employed by the Taliban resemble 
events in countries like the former 
Yugoslavia and Indonesia where 
populations were divided and relocated 
for political reasons. 

'Ethnically, the Kuchi are mostly 
Pashtoon and so are the Taliban,* one 
senior western diplomat^ who declined 
to be named, told AFP. 

*By pushing them back into the cen- 
tral Hazarajat region the Taliban are 
establishing a population which can be 
used as a bu^er against the hostility 
they face from the ethnic Hazaras,* he 
said. 

Hazaras are the dominaant ethnic 
group in central Afghanistan. 

As Shi*ites, they share their brand of 
Islam with Iran and throu|h the Hezb- 
i-Wahdat they are politically and 
militarily linked with the h^mthm Al- 
liance, which controli about 20 per- 
cent of the country. 

*Tbt Kuchi are different. They have 
Pashtu bloodlines and are a wild bunch 
of nomads. Dead hard — nobody, in- 
cluding the Taliban, can contain them. 
The men are well armed barefoot fight- 
ers, and they go where and when they 
want,' the ctiplomat said. 

In the 1890s King Abdur Rahman 
Khan granted the Kuchi grazing rights 
over Hazara lands which were lost af- 
ter the Soviets introduced land reforms 
following their invasion in December 
1978. 

According to the author of *The 
Hazaras of Afghanistan,* Sayed Askar 
Mousavi, the grazing rights led to an 
encroachment into Hazara land by the 



Pashtoon nomads with backing from 
the Royal Pashtoon courts of Kabul 
which valued one camel as worth six 
time^ mo»5 than one Hazara life. 
\ "the following expression has be- 
come quite common among Hazaras; 
*even a Pashtun dog has a protector but 
notaHazara*,* he writes. One Pashtoon 
life was worth 1000 camels. 

The Kuchi travel by camel train in 
clans of about 20 people. They live in 
tents and off the land. In winter they 
head south while in sununer the KucM 
steer their cattle towards greener graz- 
ingtpastures.j*' >ui r : ^ • 
- For nomadic herders Hazarajat its 
prime real estate in the spring but a 
Kuchi return was thwarted by Af- 
ghanistan's descent into civil war 
after the Soviets pulled out in Feb- 
ruary 1989. 

Independent sources said Kuchi 
families now arriving in Hazarajat 
are demanding 20 years back rent 
from local Hazaras as compensa- 
tion for losses incurred during So- 
viet occupation and the ensuing 
civil war. 

*It*s a ridiculous claim. None has 
that sort of money and most of the 
Hazaras have fled because of the re- 
cent fighting between the Taliban and 
the No^rthem Alliance,* one foreign aid 
woiicer in Islamabad said. 

*This created a vaccuum and allowed 
the Kuchi to retake their land and the 
Taliban would rather have the Kuchi 
as neighbours because they share a 
trust through the same ethnic back- 
ground,* he said. 

The civil war is continuing with 
heavy fighting isolated in the north 
and central provinces among the pre- 
dominant Pashtoon Talibui and the 
Mujihadeen factions who make up the 
Northern Alliance. 

But the alliance is also divided along 
ethnicity with troops falling into camps 
controlled by Hazaras, Uzbeks, 
Tuiicmen and Tajiks. This division has 
often proved a source of internal con- 
flict. 

Nevertheless the Taliban lias won 
local popular support fipm most Af- 
ghan sides for trying to resolve the 
long-standing land claims within 
the 80 percent of Afghanistan it con- 
trols. 

A spokesman for the ousted Afghan 
royal family, Sardar Zlakria, recently 
told AFP that solid progress had been 
made by the Taliban in solving dis- 
puted land titles. 
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Zahir Shah plan 
welcomed i 

• j 
From Our Correspondent ! 

PESHAWAR - Maulvi Abdul | 
Qayoom Neknam« a religious figure ! 
from Pajtya province of Afghanistan \ 
has said that rule of former King Mo> 
hammad Zahir Shah over Afghanistan I 
for around 40 years was according to ! 
the Islamic norms. \ 

Con:imenting on various views about 
the future of Afghanistan, Maulvi Ab- { 
dul Qayoom Neknam through a detailed | 
Press release on Tuesday said that ac- i 
cording to the Islamic norms, a ruler is | 
bound to ensure justice, peace and se- 
curity. In the light of such norms, former 
King Mohammad 7^ir Shah was not < 
only a Muslim but he had governed | 
Afghanistan for a period of 40 years | 
according to Islam. He said that the fu- | 
ture of Afghanistan depended on such I 
a system, therefore, majority of the Af- i 
ghans desire for the early return of 
fbrmer King Mohammad Zahir Shah. 

Maulvi Abdul Qayoom Neknam re- 
minded that after King Zahir Shah gov- ] 
emment in Afghanistan in early 1973 
last, other groups and forces like jehad- i 
ic, socialists, communists, extremist and 
now Taliban have governed Afghani- : 
Stan but world in general and Afghans 
in particular have witnessed their mis- 
deeds. Such forces have made their best 
to enforce their own system in Afghan- 
istan but they had failed, thus damag- 
ing each and every sector and institu- 
tion of Afghanistan, he remarked. 



ICRC to scale 
down Afghan 
operations 

KABUL, June 19: The 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) will scale back 
its operations in Afghanistan ail ter 
10 staff members were severely 
beaten and robbed, an ICRC 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

Foreign aid sources added that 
about 30 expatriate ICRC staff 
would be withdrawn, more than 
half the ICRC*s foreign contingent 
in Afghanistan, and its activities 
will be limited to life-saving opera- 
tions only. 

The withdrawal was expected to 
upset the ruling Taliban militia 
which has tried to convince the 
international community that it has 
restored security in areas it con- 
trols. 

However, two days ago an ICRC 
convoy was hijacked by a masked 
gang of men in Wardak province at 
Hajigak Pass. Ten staff — eight 
locals, an Australian and a Swiss 
expatriate — were beaten and 
robbed.— AFP 
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Xast Jew' in 
Afghanistan 
disappears 

JERUSALEM (AFP) - A man pur- 
ported to be the last Jew living in Af- 
ghanistan has disappeared after being 
prevented by the ruling Islamic move- 
ment Taliban from leaving the country , 
the Haaretz newspaper reported on 
Tuesday. 

Haaretz said Yitzhak Levy vanished 
in the past three weeks along with a 
second Jew, Aharon Siman-Tov, who 
travelled to Kabul in hopes of bringing 
him out of the country. 

Levy, said to be in his sixties, was 
described by Jews of Afghani descent 
as the last loiown Jew residing in Af- 
ghanistan. 

He Lived in an old synagogue in Ka- 
bul, taking care of the Torah scroll and 
other religious articles. 

. According to information received 
by Afghani- Jewish activists in the 
United States, Levy lived peacefully 
alongside his Muslim neighbors for 
years but began encountering trouble 
after the fun<£unentalist Taliban move- 
' ment seized power in 1996. 
, Taliban followers demanded Levy 
convert to Islam and beat him when he 
refused,/fa<imzquoted the activists as 
saying. 

When news of Levy's plight reaiched 
the.US-basedactiyists,$iman-Tovtrav- 
I elled tQ /Afghanistan, apparently 
i through Pakistan, to convince Levy to 
leave, /foajhetz said. 

When the Taliban learned of the plan, 
the militia arrested both Levy , and 
Sinian^Tov, who have not been heard 
from since, it said. 

Both men have relatives in Israel and 
the foreign ministry here is investigat- 
ing the reports of their disappearance. 

The Jewish presence in what is today 
Afghanistan dates back to the Middle 
i Ages when tens of thousands of Jews 
lived in the region. 

When Israel was created in 1948, the 
community numbered only 5,000 and 
most of these later emigrated to the 
^Jewish state. 
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Four killed, many 
houses gutted as fire 
rages in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD, June 19: Four peo- 
ple w^e killed and dozens of hous- 
es were gutted as a huge forest fire 
continued to rage in eastern 
Afghanistan's Kunar province, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP.). report- 
ed on Saturday. 

The area is held by the Taliban 
militia ^diich lacks proper facilities 
to extinguish the fire, it said. 

United Nations officials here con- 
firmed the Taliban had launched 
an appeal for international help to 
bring the fire under controL 

Hie fire erupted in the Darrae 
Peech forests, 35 kilometer south of 
Kunar's key dty of Asadabad, over 
the weekend. 

Villagers and the ill-equipped 
local administration have been try- 
ing to tame the blaze but it has now 
spread to nearby hills, AIP resported. 

At least four people were killed 
when trapped while cutting trees 
and digging trenches in a bid to 
contain the inferno, it said. 

Sadre Azam, Taliban's top offi- 



cial in Kunsp: said the fire had dis- 
placed some S^OOO people in at 
least 12 villages, AIP said. 

So far thousands of trees have 
been destroyed and an unspecified 
number of cattle lolled, he said. 
V "We haye no fire fighting 
arrangements," Azam said adding 
the UN and other relief agencies 
must immediately help the Taliban 
to prevent further losses. 

The forest was known for supply- 
ing fine quality timber for build- 
ings and carpentry in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, it said. 

The cause of the fire which has 
engulfed tens of kilometers of for- 
est land was not immediately 
known, AJP said. One report said it 
could have been result of some trib- 
al feud in the area, AIP said, 
adding two local dans had a long- 
stand^ land dispute in the region. 

Pakisi^ said on Saturday that it 
will do what it can despite limited 
resources to help extinguish forest 
fire.— AFP/APP 



Afghan forests 
fire dies down 

ISLAMABAD (Intemews) - A fire 
raging in the forests of Afghanistan's 
Kunar province near Pakistan has ap- 
parently died down, a United Natipns 
official announced here Friday. 

'*An aerial inspection on Wednes^y 
showed no smoke inihe area from an 
altitude of 20,000 feet but we will need 
to do more reconnaissance to confirm 
it," the spokeswoman for the UN in 
Pakistan, Stephanie Bunker, told report- 
ers here. However, she said, as of Thurs- 
day, and before Wednesday, there were 
confirmed reports of fire luid smoke in 
the foiests. 
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Taliban rule out role 
for any other group 
in Afghan setup 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban Sun- that of 1978. 
day ruled out any role for Afghan fac- During 1998 livestock production in- 

tions in the ruling set up of the war-shat- creased and the total number of aninuds 

tered country and said they would en- and fowls reached to 5 1 .6 million, 
sure Afghanistan's sovereignty and uni- Concerning narcotics, even that an 

ty under a single leadership. increase of 9% is indicated in cultiva- 

Highlighting Taliban government's tion area, however, production levels 

achievements and its future goals Af- dropped 25% compared to that of 1997. 

ghan ambassador to Pakistan Maulvi i.e., opium production was 2804 tons 

Saeed-ur-Rahman Haqqani said there in 1997 and dropped to 2102 tons in 

would be no role for Afghan groups af- 1998. A decrease of 702 tons is due to 

ter establishment of a government un- the joint efforts made by UNDCP and 

der one leadership. > the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and 

Haqqani in an interview withiNNI to a certain extent due to the adverse 

highlighted Taliban achievements since climatic conditions, 
their emei;gence as well as after, they The Ul^SMA report reveals that dur- 

captured capital Kabul in 1996. > ' ing this year trade between Afghanistan 

"Since the emergence of Taliban Is- ^ and Turkmenistan has increased 11%. 

lamic Movement up to the establish- Based on the World Bank reports, trade 

ment of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan- transactions between Pakistan and Af- 

istan, Taliban rule over the 95% of the ghanistan during 1996-97 was more 

Afghanistan territory. Taliban were able than 2.5 billion dollars, from which 1 .96 

to adhere to their set rule and princi- billions were re-exported back to Paki- 

ples, from the very beginning, aimed at stan. Contrary to what is claimed, both 

restoring peace and security, law and Pakistan and Afghanistan benefit from 

order and collecting arms from irre- this trade. 

sponsible groups and unlawful coun- Taliban envoy said the United Nations 

try," Haqqani said. report admits the achievements of Tali- 

I^^fpnding collection of arms fromtfie banbtttitis^tiJlJockingJtPMrpsition, 

people, he said these arms were misused which has no base in Afghanistan. "We 

for illegal and unlawful activities of theft, urge the wotM ccnnmunity to recognize 

robbe^, genocide, threat of life andpiop- c^dally the Island Emirate of Afgjiani- 

eity, n^, murders, massacres, summaiy stan as the only lawftil and Intimate gov- 

executions, smuggling of narcotics and emment of Afghanistan,** he stressed, 
many odier vk>lations of human rights. *The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

Referring to the United Nations Spe- was able to restore law and oi^r in the 

cial Mission to Afghanistan (UNSMA) country and unite the people of Af^^an- 

reports published in "Afghanistan Out- istan, under the Holy and Sacred prin- 

look'* April 1999, he said the report ciples of Islamic Shariah Rules which 

mentioned the Taliban achievements in is itself is a divine principle of organiz- 

various fields, especially on economic ing the society** Haqqani said, 
front The report pointed out movement Through maintaining law and order, 

towards greater private investment by imposing Islamic Rule people all 

while em^asis was put on state enter- over the territory under our rules feel 

prises during the conununist era. themselves save, secure and confident. 

The report says that production of The basic rights and liberties of each 

cereal crops reached (3.85) million tons, individual is secured based on Islamic 

which indicates an increase of 5% over regulations and traditionsd rules of Af- 

the 1 997-98 year and is the highest since ghan society. 



Mulla Omar issues 
decree for protection 
of aid worlcers 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghan rul- 
er Mulla Mohammad Omar T^iesday 
I issued a decree laying down a punish- 
I ment of five years in jail for anybody 
committing a hostile act against inter- 
national aid workers, the Afghan Is- 
lamic Press reported. 

Omar ordered Taliban officials to 
ensure complete purity for interna- 
tional aid agencies and their staff in 
Afghanistan, the Pakistan-based pri- 
vate information agency said. 

The decree came after the hijacking 
this month of a convoy of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in Afghanistan's Wardak 
province at Hajigak^Pass. 
, Ten staff, eight locals, an Austral- 
ian and a Swiss expatriate, were de- 
tained by a masked gang and were 
beaten and robbed of their belongings 
jbefore being released. 
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Peace moot in Rome 

Taliban reject Zahir 
Shah's inyitation 



ISLAMABAD, June 20: 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban have 
rejected former Afghan monarch 
Zahir Shah's invitation tq attend a 
peace conference in Rome, Taliban 
sources said on Simday . / 

''Those who had no role in 
Afghan Jihad and have spent a lux-, 
urious life in other countries can- 
not play any role in Afghan 
affairs," itie sources told NNI 

Zahir Shah, currently living in 
Italy, has convened a meeting of 
prominent Afghan personalities in 
Rome on June 25 to discuss estab- 
lishment of a representative gov- 
ernment in the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan. The meeting will 
review possibility for holding a tra- 
ditional*Xoya Jirga" (grand assem- 
bly) to decide about future setup of 
government in Afghanistan. 

Most of those invited aire impar- 
tial and have no links with the 
TaUban or the opposition, Northern 



Alliance. 

Zahir Shah has been veiy active 
in the recent months and has 
launched peace initiatives to end 
the longstanding Afghanistan cri- 
sis. Several western countries, 
including the United States, and a 
few Af^^n leaders have backed 
the former monarch's initiatives.. 
However, the dominant Taliban 
have dismissed his peace efforts as 
ridiculous. 

Those who have been invited to 
the Rome meeting from Pakistan, 
include Hamid Gailani, Hidayat 
Amin Arsala, Hamid Karzay, I^of 
Rasool Amin, Hakim Aryubi, Dr 
Yousaf Nooristani and Rahim 
Warc^. 

Those invited from the United 
States are Sultan Mehmood Ghazi, 
Dr Zalme Khalilzad, Dr Ashraf 
Ghani Ahmedzai, Fatima Gailani, 
Anwar-ul-Haq Ahadi and Abdul 
Sattar Seerat— NNI 
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KABUL (AFP/DPA) - Uzbekistan's 
Fbreign Minister Abdul Aziz Kaihilov 
met 'Ddiban chief Mulla Mohammad 
Omar l\iesday to uige the Islamic mi- 
litia to attend the liext meetitig of a 
United Nations-sponsored group 
working to resolve Afghanistan's civil 
war. 

Afghanistan's ruling Talibaiti told 
Uzbekistan Foreign Minister that it 
would not attend tibe scheduled meet- 
ing of the six-plus-two grpu^p in 
Tashkent unless invited as the recog- 
nised government in Kabul. \ ^ 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quoted 
Taliban spokesman Wakil Ahmed Mu- 
tawakil as saying the Taliban expressed 
its view about the meeting of the so- 
called group of peace brokers after talks 
between the Uzbek minister and the re- 
clusive militia chief, Mulla Mohammad 
Omar. 



Tdiban officials said Kamilov hand- 
ed Omar in the southern city of Kanda- 
har a goodwill message fh>m .Uzbek 
President Island Karimov calling for 
*the establishment of good neighbour- 
ly' and friction-free relations. 

'Return of peace and security to Af- 
ghanistan and solution of its {voblems 
serves tl^e interests of neigbouring 
countries, peace atid stability of region,' 
the TEdiban dffici^ radio Shariat quot- 
ed 0mar als telling the Uzbek miniister. 

\ AIP said the six-plus-two group does 
not recogni^ Tdiban as government in 
Afghanistan. 

The group includes Afghanistan's six 
neighbour nations and Sie permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, 
the United States and Russia. Afghani- 
stan's six nei^bours are: Iran, Panstan, 
China, Uzbe^tan, Tajikistan and Turk- 
menistan. * 
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Arms depot explodes 
near Kabul 



KABUL (AFP) - An arms depot blew 
up on the northern outskirts of the Af- 
ghan capital Kabul eariy Thursday, widi 
the ndinglUiban ssQring esqtokxi was 
caused 1^ an electrical short circuit 

The force of the blast, just before 
dawn, threw people from dieir beds and 
blew out windows in nearby apart- 
ments, residents said. 

Plumes of smoke and dust filled the. 
eariy morning sky, they said, and elec- 
tricity supplies remained cut more than 
six hours after the explosion. 

'It was caused by an electrical short 
circuit,* the Taliban's deputy Interior 
Minister Mulla Khaksar said. 

The explosion thought down powo: 
line on ^e Kabul electricity grid but 
there were no civilian casualtiesT^e 
said. The area around the amis depot 
was unmediately cordoned off and an 
independent assessment of the damage 
was not available. 

Residents in a 10-story apartment 
block five kilometres away said their 
building was rocked by the force of the 
blast In May, a similar explosion which 
destroyed a Taliban ordnance factory 
was caused by a rocket fired by the op- 
position alliance. A spokesman for the 



alliance said he was unable to comment 
(m the latest expkmon. 

APP adds: Afghanistan has given 
consent for construction of a road via 
/ Afghan territory providing all wei^er 
access to the residents of Chitral with 
rest of tb» country. 

Anijiemative to Lowari tunnel, the 
project envisaged construction of 132 
km road from Nowapass via Arandu 
(Kanhar province of Afghanistan) to 
Mirishani (Oiitral), ofRcial sources said. 

C^tral, a home of over 3.5 million 
people, remains cut off from rest of the 
country and food stq>plies suspended for 
4 to 5 mon to during winter because of 
massive snowfall in this mouhtaiiK)U8 
region, at an altitude of ova* 10,000 feet 

The agreement with Afghanistan to 
this effect was announced by Prime 
Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif be- 
sklesadevdopmentgrantof Rs. 1 billion, 
during his visit to Chitral on J^une 1. ; 

The construction of the proposed 
road, passing through Panah Kot, As- 
mara, Asadabad and Bajawar, would 
greatly benefit Pakistani citizens be- 
sides an equal number of Afghan refu- 
gees setded in the largest district of the 
NWFP, bordering Afghanistan, 
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Electricity back 
to Kabul area 

KABUL (AFP) - Next to a blown-up 
transformer and a bullet-scarred sta- 
tion, workers of the local electricity 
department and residents dig ditches to 
run power cables to residential blocks 
in Kabul's Soviet-built Microrayon 
Kohna district ^ 

At least 4P0 families in this prefabri- 
cated to wnship, once horiie of the com- 
munist ruling elite, last week got elec- 
tricity 'back. , 

It was restored to their war-shattered 
homes five years after power facilities 
were looted in fighting for control of 
the Afghan capital. 

Residents said this had brought new 
life to the community. TTiey no longer 
have to burn expensive and danger- 
ous charcoal or diesel fuel inside 
their small flats. 

'Apart fix)m being safer and more 
convenient, electricity, being several 
times cheaper than other energy 
source, saves us money,' said resident 
niasuddin.; 

JLocals pay the equivalent of up to 
2.5 US cents for every kilowatt of 
power as opposed to 20 cents for one 
litre of diesel. 

The ruling Taliban Islamic militia 
charges foreigners four times more for 
powen 

lUasuddin, who celebrated the 
restoriition of electricity by taking 
his young daughters for an ice- 
cream at the electrified local mar- 
ket, said every flat had contributed 
at least 30 dollars to buy spare parts 
and offer incentives to low-paid 
government electricians. 

During the 1992-1996 factional 
fighting for control of Itabul, 
Microrayon Kohna was ruled by 
the ex-communist general Abdul 
Rashid Dostam who used it to mount 
.unsuccessful attacks against support- 
ers of former defence minister Ahmad 
Shah Masood on the other side of ? 
nearby river. 
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Afghanistan's 
'last Jew' says 
he's alive & well 

KABUL, June 22: A man purport- 
ed to be the last Jew living in 
Afghanistan said Tuesday he was 
alive and vreHU rejecting an Israeli 
newspaper report that he had dis- 
appeared after suffering Taliban 
intimidaticHL 

**Obviously I am not dead and I 
am comfortably still living in 
Kabul," Yitzhak Levy said in a 
brief interview with AFP. 

Israel's Haaretz newspaper 
reported on Tuesday that I^yy had 
vanished in the' past three weeks 
along with a second Jew, Aharon 
Siman-Tov, who^lX said had trav- 
elled to Kabul in the hope of bring- 
ing him out of Afghanistan. 

Levy, said to be in his 60s, was 
described by Jews of Afghani 
descent as the last known Jew 
residing in Afghanistan. 

They said he lived in an old syna- 
gogue in Kabul, taking care of the 
Torah scroll and other religious 
articles. 

According to Afghani- Jewish 
activists in the United States, 
Levy lived peacefully alongside 
his Muslim neighbours for years 
but began encountering trouble 
after the Taliban seized power in 
1996. 

Taliban followers demanded 
Levy convert to Islam and beat him 
when he refused, Haaretz quoted 
the activists as saying. 

When news of Levy's plight 
reached the US-based activists, 
Siman-Tov travelled to 
Afghanistan, apparently through 
Pakistan, to convince Levy to 
leave, Haaretz said. 

The Jewish presence in what is 
today Afghanistan dates back to 
the Middle Ages vdien tens of thou- 
sands of Jews lived in the regio 
—AFP 
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Explosion 
rocks Kabul 

. ■ ' ' - ,. > -- . 

KABUL, June 17: A massive 
explosion rocked Kabul early 
Thursday, |lp;pwing people from 
I their bedsit blowing out windows 
I and cutting elei^fio^ supplies, res- 
I idente'said. ' ''^'P^/C-'' f ^ 
! They were ti^l>le toJcpnfifm die 
i target of the bla^ yfmf^ occurred 
I just before dawn;'or whether it was 
I cau$ed by saboteurs ;or a rocket 
fired from positions held by the 
\ opposition alliance north of the 
dty. ■ ■ , , • ■ 

One person said the target was a 
. miUtary installaticm, while another 
sadd it was a ii<wby electricity sub- 
station on t|id putsl^^ 
;^ ' Ks^ul wajS^stiU without power 
more than f^ve hpujr^fafter the 
i'-explosion. —AFP * r "u ■ 
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Kabul airport beats the millenmum bug 



KABUL (AFP) - As banks, airlines, 
hospitals and homes worldwide rush 
to safeguard themselves from the mil- 
lennium bug, authorities at the world's 
most dilapidated airport have declared 
victory. 

Gary Dennison of the International 
Air Transport Association (lATA) said 
short term infrastructure projects had 
raised existing equipment at Kabul 
airport to required international stand- 
ards. 

*This included the installation of 
satellite-based phone, fax and telex 
plus aeronautical mobile and fixed 
services for the Kabul air traffic con- 
trol centre,* he said. 

*A11 current infrastructure is Y2K- 
compliant,* added Dennison, an lATA 
assistant director. 

Compliant it may be but Kabul air- 
port is still a war-scarred, bombed-out 
airstrip. 

Air traffic controllers rely on car 
batteries for emergency power and 
face sporadic rocket attacks by an al- 
liance of forces opposed to the hardline 
Islamic ruling Taliban. 

The airport services the Taliban mili- 
tary machine comprising a fleet of 
MiGs, local Ariana Airlines and hu- 
manitarian carriers operated by the 
Red Cross, the United Nations and 



PacTec. 

However, Afghanistan also strad- 
dles the shortest routes between Eu- 
rope and Asia and major long-haul 
carriers like British Airways, Cathay 
Pacific and Qantas resumed flying over 
the country about four years ago. 

These airlines are not exposed to 
military operations on the ground. 

Dennison said each overflight in- 
curs a fee which is banked in Switzer- 
land and held in trust for spending on 
civil aviation requirements deemed 
necessary by the lATA. Spending for 
military purposes is strictly^ forbid- 
den. 

The Year 2000 or Y2K lyug was 
partly responsible for the lATA's visit 
to Afghanistan. 

Dennison said lATA plans to link 
Kabul with airports in Mazar-i-Sharif , 
Herat, Jalalabad and Kandahar with a 
satellite-based aeronautical telecom- 
munications network. 

All of Afghanistan would be tied 
into an air-to-ground VHF network 
by the end of the year while air traffic 
controllers would be linked through a 
direct speech service. 

*The project includes considerable 
technology transfer and upskilling,* 
he said. 

'All equipment and associate^ air 



traffic control systems are expected to 
be installed by year-end and will be 
Y2K-compliant. This will leave Ka- 
bul air traffic control as one of the 
most modem and cost-efficient in the 
region.' 

Dennison, a New Zealander, said 
the Taliban administration was seri- 
ous about flight safety under their 
international obligations. 

The Islamic militia has achieved 
some success in attracting outside in- 
vestment in its war-ravaged economy. 

Ariana has announced plans to add a 
Boeing 747 to its fleet while Telephone 
Sytems International has been install- 
ing the country's first mobile phone 
network and linking phone lines with 
the outside world. 

Assessments have also been carried 
out on copper and gold deposits while 
a Greek company has entered a joint 
venture agreement to drill for oil and 
gas near Herat in the southwest. 

Dennison said LATA' s upgrades date 
back to assessments carried out in 
1995 under the pervious administra- 
tion which was ousted by the Taliban 
a year later. 

* We are pleased to honour and sup- 
port the conmiitment to international 
flight safety. We leave the politics to 
others,' he added. 
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RepatriatiQDi of 




dns increases 



From Our Correspondoit 

PESHAWAR - The United Nadons 
High Cmnmission for Refugees (UN- 
HCR) has informed diat some 5,000 
Afghans have left Pakistan for their 
nad ve villages and towns in the South- . 
em and Eastern {H^ovmces ot A^l^- ' 
Stan m die last 10 days^ - ' 

The refugees setded in Balochistan 
are idso desirous of going back to their 
homeland. However, mi^jority of die 
civilians is reluctant to got>ack to dieir 
homeland as thm exists very less op- 
poitunides for their survival. 

Despite strict policies of Tsdiban and 
diousands of Afghan refugees do not 
intend to go back to their homeland. F6r 
encouragement of die Afghan refugees 
repatriation, the UNHCR has an- * 
nounced a package under which 
each family on return to their moth- 
erland receive 300 kilogram of 
wheat, Rs 5000 cash along widi tents 
and i^c sheets.While UNHCR also 
provides transportation facilities for 
these returning refugees. 

It may be mendoi^ here that such a 



process received a severe set back on 
May 19 last when the contractors name- 
ly Abdul Wahab and Abdul Khalique 
were robbed by dacoits on the main gate 
of UNHCR office. Soon after dus inci- 
dent die repatriadon process received a 
set back as the. contractors concerned 
were not only fell into a lidgadon but 
even neither Peshawar police nor the 
UNHCR,officc at Peshawar was reluc- 
tant to help them in such a case. 

BjBsifles encotoging rq>atriadon of 
die refugees to Af i^anistan, die UNH- 
CR funcdonaries are also busy in rqm- 
triation of die Tajik refugees who had 
left dieir homes in early 1993-94. Some 
21 Tajik refugees remrned from Kun- 
duz to Tajikistan via Sher iChan Bandar 
on June 3 last, the UNHCR provid- 
ed transport facilities for these ref- 
ugees and negotiated their safe pas- 
sage. 

Before die return of a group of 300 
f aniilies from Balodiistan, die UNHCR 
had sign6;i an agreemoit widi the local 
NQO VARA for die rehabilitadon of die 
Upper Bagat canal in Garmser District 
of Helmand Province. 
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France gives 
7,000 ton wheat 
for Afghan DPs 



ISLAMABAD, Jun 3: French 
Ambassador to Pakistan Yannick 
Gerard calling for, ''maximum 
restraint,** between India and 
Pakistan, on Thursday urged the 
two countries t6 resume talks as 
soon as possible. 

"The sfiirit of Lahore Declaration 
has to be revived for the solution of 
the Kashmir problem**, he said 
wlule responding td reportm ques- 
tion aftar announcing 7,000 tons x)f 
wheat for Pakistan at the foreign 
office. 

State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Siddique Khan Kanju was also pre- 
sent on the occasion. 

Of this, 5,000 tons of wheat will 
be distributed under the Pakistan 
dev^opment project while 2,000 
tons will be given under the^ assis- 
tance project to Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan. 

. When asked on the grave situa- 
tion on the line of Control (LoC), 
Mr Gerard said, ''that's why so 



much insistence is on the resump- 
tion of dialogue between the two 
countries.** 

The ambassador said, "hopeful- 
ly**, the two sides would restart 
their talks once the dates of 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz*s visit 
to New Delhi were finalized. 

He said 5,000 tons would be us^ 
in. the Natural Resource and 
Comm^ity Development 
Progra^mie in Tarbela water-shed 
project where WFP was assisting 
local communities organize them- 
selves through village and women*s 
organizations to undertake erosion 
control, range land protection, tree 
planting,, water supply and other 
woiks of benefit to the poorer com- 
munities. ' 

He said 2,Q00 tons of wheat 
wotdd be given to Afghan refugees. 

The value of the French contribu- 
tion (cost and freight), delivered 
Karachi is approximate $1.1 mil- 
lion (Rs58 million).— APP 
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country, but the various Mujahideen factions 
which had fought valiantly together during the 
period of resistance to foreign occupation could 
not put their rivalries aside, and the conflict that 
raged between them intensified killing and 
destruction to the point where widespread 
weariness developed over the spreading anar^ 
chy. 

The Taliban phenomenon, that emerged in 
1994 sought to end the dvil strife, and to enforce! 
a Sharia-based government in a unified 
Afghanistan. The movement arose in the 
Pashtun dominated areas of Afghanistan but 
rapidly extended its control to areas inhabited 
by other ethnic groups, including the Herat 
region that is regarded by Tehran as its tradi- 
tional sphere of influence. Iran, which has been 
a special target of US hostility, ascribed the suo 
cesses of the Taliban to the backing of the US, in 
its policy of pressuring the Islamic Republic of 
Inui. Notwithstanding the cordial bilateral rela- 
tions between Iran and Pakistan, their percep- 
tions over Afghanistan have remained divergent 
since 1994, and Iran has become the main sup- 
porter of the factions opposed to the Taliban. 

Despite the agreement reached between 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President 
Khatami at their meeting in New York in 
September 1998, to back UN efforts to bring 
peace to Afghanistan, Iran airlifted large quanti- 
ties of arms to the factions of the Northern 
Alliance during May, 1999, in a bid to weaken 
the position of the Taliban. This move backfired 
and the Iran-backed Hizbe-Wahdat has been vir- 
tually eliminated as a force on the ground in the 
Bamiyan region. This has made Iran even more 
determined to oppose a Taliban dominated 
Afghanistan. 

Coming to the CARs, they remain largely 
under Russian influence, and have generally 
tended to take their lead from Moscow so far as 
Afghanistan is concerned. However, the efforts 
made by Pakistan, through a tour of the CARs 
by Minister of State Siddiq Khan Kanju late last 
year, to brief their governments as regards the 
ground realities in Afghanistan, have resulted in 
a greater flexibility of approach. Their fears 
about ideological penetration from Afghanistan 
have been assuaged, and hopes and expectations 
from a peaceful Afghanistan rekindled. 

The Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan signed 
an agreement with the Taliban government and 
Pakistan, to build a gas pipeline. The Uzbek 
Foreign Minister signified support to the Afghan 
peace process through the six plus two group 
constituted by the UN, and called for the early 
meeting of the group, to be held in Tashkent 

The situation that arises from the attitude of 
key external players, including Russia, most 
CARs and Iran is that they are not prepared to 
accept the existing reality of an Afghanistan 90 
per cent of whose territory is imder the control 
of Taliban. However the futility of prolonging 
the conflict on the groimd is being realized. The 
next six plus two meeting should involve the 
Afghan factions that hold territory. These would 
be mainly the Taliban and Ahmad Shah Masoud. 
Realisin demands that the objective of a broad- 
based government is achieved through a multi- 
ethnic composition, rather than through efforts 
to impose discredited personalities belonging to 



factions which do not control territory. Only a 
solution that is worked out indigenously by the 
Afghans themselves would lead to peace and sta- 



'f'-'r. 



.Ten j^ears have passed since' the last foreign 
soldier withdrew 'from Afghanistan. The peace 
that prevails over nearly 90 per cent of 
Afghanistan can be extended to the remaining 
10 per cent, provided the external players real- 
ize the need to close the chapter of violence and 
bloodshed by ceasing to fuel the conflict. The US 
and China have a stake in stability in 
Afghanistan, as much as the other members of 
the six plus two group. Concerns that are 
expressed over fimdamentalism, drugs and ter- 
rorism can be best handled once peace and sta- 
bility return to Afghanistan. 

The Taliban are primarily a movement. Once 
the enormous tasks of reconstruction and devel- 
opment are taken in hand, the thousands of 
Afghan experts and technocrats scattered 
abroad can be expected to return, and to dilute 
the ideological content of the system, which will 
adjust to imperatives of rehabilitation. 

There is welcome realization in the interna- 
tional community that priority has to be given to 
the tasks of economic reconstruction in 
Afghanistan, and a Conference of Donors is 
scheduled shortly in Stockholm. The anomaly is 
that Pakistan, which has been the mainstay of 
the Afghan economy, and which would be 
expected to provide transit facilities as well as 
direct support, has been left out. There is surely 
time to remedy this omission. 

DAWN 
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NIFA reaffirms support to 
Pakistan on Kashmir 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Rcaffurming its sup- 
poit to Pakistan on the issue of Kash- 
mir, the National Islamic Front of Af- 
^umistan ( NIFA) of moderate Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani said that until tl^ Kash- 
miris are given their right to self-de- 
termination, no one could ensure an 
end to tensions between Pakistan and 
India. 

In its communique issued here on 
Sunday, the NBFA of Pir Syed Ahmad 
Gillani recalled that since eviction of 
the fcomer colonial rulers from he Sub- 
condnent in 1947, Kashmir becwne a 
bone of contention between the two 
countries. He added that the relations 
became tense when Indians deprived 
the Kashmiris of their juSt right of self- 
determination. 

The NIFA communique while ex- 
pressing its concern over tense situa- 
tion along LoC said it is due to the vio- 
lation of UN resolutions which insist 
on giving away their just right of self- 



determination to the Kashmiri people. 
Such acts on the part of Indian rulers 
are not only a violation of the iUN Char- 
ter but also a naked yiolationiof human 
rights, it said. ^ | 

In the past, whenever India and Paki- 
stan entered into wars and tonfrtmta- 
tions against each other ovet the issue 
of Kashmir, the Afghans in the light of 
Islamic injunctions supported their 
Muslim brethren. In this connection, 
NIFA claimed that Afghans have ren- 
dered tremendous sacrifices for libera- 
tion of Azad Kashmir and supported 
theu: just stand on each and every inter- 
national forum. 

However, now when Afghans are in- 
volved in an unending infighting in 
their motherland cannot reiAain silent 
over the increasing brutalities of Indi- 
an troq[>s against the innocent and help- 
less Kashmiri people. 

In this connection, Pir Syed Ahmad 
GiUani's party on behalf of war-affect- 
ed Afghans has urged the Indian rulers 
to realise the situation and let the Kash- 



miri people decide their future on their 
own. It made it clear that it could be 
impossible for the Indian rulers to gov- 
ern the Kashmiri pec^le through mili- 
tary ways for a long time, therefore, it 
needs to be honoured the wishes of 
Kashmiri who are demanding their just 
ri^t to self-determination according to 
ttw UN resolutions. 

The NIFA said that it not only de- 
nounces the useless fighting insicte Af- 
ghanistan but also opposes wars be- 
tween other countries, tiierefore, it asks 
both Pakistan and India to refrain from 
of fighting and confrontation and re- 
solve die issue through table talks. It 
wari^ that Afghans would not remain 
silent if both India and Pakistan entered 
into armed fighting and in such a cir- 
cumstances, they are determined to ex- 
tend every sort of moral and political 

support to Pakistan. 
The NIFA has called upon leadership 

of both the countries to sit across a tar 
ble for finding out a negotiated solu- 
tion to the conflict at earliest. 
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Mujaddedi angry over seizure 

of wireless sets 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Former Af^an Pres- 
ident and Chief oi Afghan National Lib- 
eration Front Prof. Sibghatullah Mu- 
jaddadi has expressed concern over 
Polke raid to seize wireless sets. The 
police arrested several his partymen 
also. 

** We are determined to honour rules 
and reguli^ions of Pakistan and ready 
to obey decisions ci its functionaries," 
he remarked in an interview. Elab(^- 
ing his point of view. Prof. Mujaddadi 
said that government functionaries are 
aware that he and other Afghan politi- 
cians have wireless sets in ^ir houses 
and offices since invasion of the former 
Soviet ttoaps in their motherland. Pur- 
pose of th^ sets is to get informati(Hi 
firom inside Afghanistan, he mnarked, 
adding that they never used them 
against the interests of Pakistan and its 
people. 

In response to a question, Prof. Sib- 
^u^jiJlah Mijjafkiiidi said j^.mstead 
€i conducting raids on l^s <?fficei^ the 
Police should have asked his office 
through a tele{^hone call for die seizure 
of wiretess sets. He said that in such 
circumstances, he and partymen are 
bound to honour the decisions of the 
authorities. He said that Afghans con- 
sider Pakistan their second home and 



.1 



are determined to protect its internal and 
external interests. 

A few days ago, the local mithorities 
had initiated a drive for collecting wire- 
less sets from the offices of Afghan je- 
hadic and political forces. First, the 
Police conducted a raid on the offices 
of ex-Afghan Pre»dent Prof. Burhanud 
Din Rabbani and later on the offices of 
Ptof. SibghatuUah Mujaddadi's ANLF, 
Engineer Gulbadin Hikmatyar's Hizb- 
e-Islami in Peshawar. Besi<tes recover- 
ing wireless sets from tl^ offices, the 
Police also detained a number of activ- 
ists and esi^loy^ of tiiese^^shadic fofc- 
es who are still in their (police) custo- 

Mujaddadi while answoing tp a ques- 
tion confirmed that his partymen are ^ 
still in Police custody. In this connec- ' 
ticxo, he said he and Itis partymen have 
established contacts with the officials 
cc»icaiied and are hopeful of their ear- 
ly release. 

However, the remaining jdiadic lead- . 
^ Wat Prof. Rabbani and Hikmatyar 
aip jkyfjBff fiom {^akistflin.,Scattered ic- . 
tivisib of their parties are reluctant to 
express tiieir views on the issue. 
Younas KhaUs arrives 

Aged Afghan leader and Chief of his 
faction Hizb-e-Islami Maulvi Younas 
iChalis has arrived here from inside Af- 
ghMiistan for medical treatment on Sat- 
urday. 

Maulvi Younas Khalis is suf^rtive 



of the Talibaan Islamic Movement 

For one year he has been in Saudi 
Arabia for treatment 

Hikmatyar urged Iran not 

to erect A^lums 

Foimar Afghan Prime Minister and 

Qiief of his faction Hi2l>-e-Islami En- 
gineer Gulbadin Hikn^atyar has ex- 
pressed concern over forcible eviction 
of the Afghan refugees from of Iran and 
suggested the auttoities to revise this 
a policy because it is inq>ossible for the 
Afghans to go back to ^ir motheriand 
at tills stage. 

Local Plishto daily HiiAdSdr in its Sun- 
day issue revealed Hikmatyar while 
expressing concern over the Iranian 
authorities pdice to s«id the Afghans 
back, said there exists infightijig be- 
tween the warring facticMis which is a 
serious threat to the civilian Uvea. He 
further said that as a result of 20-year- 
long fighting, the Afghan infrastnicture 
has bean badly damaged, therefoie, Ira- 
nian autlKmties should revise thdr pol- 
icy. ■ \ 

BiigineerOidBylinHiktaatyarinliis 
lettei; addnss^ lo the Iranian autfaqri-^ 
ties, said that in connection witii its ef- 
fects for forcible eviction of the Af i^ian 
refugees, Iran has apprehended a laige 
number of refugees in Sufaid Sang, 
Atkarabad, Zidiidan and other cities and 
towns. He asked the authc^ties con- 
cerned for an eariy release of all these 
persons. 
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UN calls for end 
to deforestation 
in Afghanistan 



By Our Correspondent 



ISLAMABAD, June 6: The 
United Nations office of the coo]> 
dinator, has called upon the foreign 
timber industry to boycott any 
wood coming from Afgha'i^stan's 
^uinking forests. 

''These forests constitute an 
invaluable natural resource for the 
people of Afghanistan, and they are 
in danger of complete disappear- 
ance,** said UN spokesman Steph- 
anie Bunkar at the weekly briefing. 

Hie environmental degradation 
facing Afghanistan is among the 
most severe in the world. Wl^e it 
predates 20-year turmoil, it is a 
result of poverty, under-develop- 
ment and neglect like many other 
ctev^oping countries, Afghanistan's 
environmait is affected by deserti- 
fication, erosion and pollution. 
Homver in the last two decades, 
environmental conditions have 
worsened mainly because of war- 



related human activity-including 
landmines and bombing. 

A wide variety of UN projects 
inside Afghanistan address environ- 
mental concans. The Mine Action 
Programme incorporates environ- 
mental concerns in its demining 
efforts. The theme for this year's 
Vforld Environment Day, to be cele- 
brated on Saturday, "our Earth-Our 
Future- Just Save It" is an urgent 
ai^eal to each citizen of the world 
to cherish and respect our planet. 
The preservation of forests stands 
at the core of envinmmental efforts. 

'Tilost tropical forests, containing 
at least two-thirds of all plants and 
animal species are bedng destroyed 
at the rate of 11 million hectors 
each year,** said United Nations 
Environment Programine (UNEP) 
Executive Director Klaus Topf er in 
his message for World Environment 
Day 1999. 



UNHCRteam 
visits Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The United Nations 
High Commi^on for I^fugeei^ (IfN- 
tiGR)team m«'tndtot»me>a stiategy 
for ebkning year about Ac war-savaged 
Afghanistan has ccMscluded a detailed 
visit of the region. 

The UN week^y-update issued here 
Wednesday has levealed that the Mis- 
sion comprising representatives from 
Netherlands, Japan, Sweden, Norway, 
Canada, UK and Italy besides holding 
detailed me^ings with the UNHCR and 

! other agencies ie{»esentatives also con- 
I ducted visits of Herat and Kandahar. 
I According to the update, the aim of 
the mission was to obtain guidance on 
the future activities of UNHCR. Besides 
[ holding meetings with officers of UN 
j agencies, the mission members had held 
' detailed meetings with Tsdiban leaders 



including governors, NC30*s men^rs 
and general public to ascotain priori- 
ties in the war-ravaged Afghanistan. 

On the otho: hand, the officers and 
volunteers of UN agencies^and other 
NGO'llifeil ifetailM n^^^ 
war. While Oie Afghan Programming 
Board held its meeting in Islamabad. 
The meetings discus^ in depth the 
needs and priorities for the war-ravaged 
\Afghanistan. 

Meanw^iile, the emergency food dis- 
tribution to Warais and Panjao in the 
central provinces continues whereas the 
fifdi and final convoy of 14 trucks car- 
rying 235 matric tones of wheat has left 
Kabul. The report states that distribu- 
tion of approximately 1800 matric 
tones of wheat to these two districts 
is expected to be completed by June . 
18 whereas some 15,000 families 
would receive the wheat 
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Taliban have destip 
poppy crop, claims UNDCP 



From Our Correspondnet 

PESHAWAR - The United Nations 
Drag Control Program (UNDCP) has 
claimed that Taliban authorities have 
destroyed poppy plants spreading over 
an area of 400 hectares in Kandahar 
province. 

Poppy crop was destroyed after an 
agreement betwe«i die UNDCP and 
Taliban authorities. The UNDCP is 
working on a pilot project in diat war- 
aiffected country with a view to ensure 
complete eradication of the poppy crop. 

The UN weekly update for Afghani- 
stan, in its latest issue states diat die UN 
drug agoicy has verified destruction of 
poppy pUu^ over an area of 400 htc- 
tares m diree districts of die Soudiem 
Kandahar province of Afghanistan. 
Accordii^ to the agreement, in die pi- 
lot project, poppy production in die 
duee districts was to be reduced by 20 
per cent in 1999, widi die aim of 100 
per cent eradicadon in diese areas by 



2001. 

The report reveals diat preliminary 
results of UNDCP's opium survey 
showed diat die target reducdon had not 
been Therefore, die community 
WI& taked to* eradicate some of their 
poppy fields in order to meet the pn>- 
posed^reducddn. Besides 9^im, local 
authorities, national and international 
journalists, and Kandahar-based diplo- 
mats witnessed the eradication of pq>- 
py plants in diree districts. 

According to the report, as part ctf the 

pilot project, UNDCP is cdlaborating 
widi FAO and odier partners in pro- 
viding assistance which will enable 
farmers to move away from poppy 
production. For this purpose, im- 
proved seeds are being distributed 
in the three districts and forty shal- 
low wells have been completed in 
Maiwand district 

In die light of such ef&ms, the UND- 
CP has already convinced the Taliban 
audiorides about impacts of <^um pso- 



duction and its converdon into heroin. 
Both the sides had aheady suc c eeded 
in destrucdon of some 34 heroin man- 
ufacturing laboratories in Achin and 
Shinwar districts of botdct Nangarhar 



province. 

As a result of 20-year long war, scat- 
tered Afghttii^ is not only known for 
inochicdon of quality opium but even 
it has become a safe heaven for the faer- 
> dn manufacturers and traffickers. All 
border provinces and regions of Af- 
ghanistan are known for production of 
opium ii^ieteas the international drug 
traffickers, mo^y from die Piddstani 
tribal zone have established heroin 
manufacturing laboratories. 

Besides, UNDC^, die law enftncing 
agencies from neighbouring countries 
<^ Af^haid^ like Pakistim, Irui, IW- 
key, C^itral Asian Republics and oth- 
ers have concentrated attention on re- 
sisting to heroin from AfghaniMn to 
abroad, particularly to the western and 
ArabwcMTld* 
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Thousands 
massacred by 

Amnesty' 



LONDON, June 16: Afghanistan's 
Taliban massacred thousands of 
civilians, tortured thousands more 
and made women prisoners in their 
own homes in 1998, Amnesty 
International said on Wednesday in 
its annual, review. 

The human rights groups said 
after the Islamic militia took 
Mazar-i-Sharif in the north of the 
country from opposition forces, 
''Taliban guards deliberately and 
systematically killed thousands of 
ethnic Hazara civilians". 

*'They were killed in their homes 
or on the streets, or executed. 
Women, children and the elderly 
were shot while trying to flee the 
city.** 

The report added one group of 
prisoners was executed in front of 
villagers near Hairatan, 70 other 
men had their throats slit in Mazar- 
i-Sharif and more than 100 people 
suffocated inside metal containers 
transporting them from the dty to 
Sherbarghan. 

/^Thousands of people were 
killed; thousands of others 



remained missing," it said. Over 
the year, the dead included two 
United Nations workers and a UN 
captain. 

Thousands of people were also 
killed ^^deliberately and arbitrari- 
ly" by different warring factions, 
according to the report. And more 
than 1,000 civilians were reported- 
ly victims of landmines. 

Amnesty also detailed the deten- 
tion and killing of all ethnic groups 
other than Palditun. 

Thousands of Hazara, Tajik, 
Uzbek and Panjshari men and boys 
were detained, said the report. 

** Almost all prisoners detained 
on suspicion of opposing the 
Taliban were reported to have 
been tortured or ill-treated," said 
Amnesty. 

Included among hundreds 
detained and ill-treated for defying 
Taliban edicts were **men not 
attending congregational prayers, 
those trimming facial hair, taxi dri- 
vers carrying women passengers 
and tailors making women's 
clothes".— AFP 
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Pakistan, Uzbekistan for 
durable Afghan peace 



ISLAMABAD (PPI) - Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan on Monday called for im- 
mediate restoration of durable peace in 
Afghanistan, saying it will bring enor- 
mous economic and commercial bene- 
fits to the entire region. 

They also reaffirmed their fullest sup- 
port for promotion of an Afghan peace 
process through UN and OIC and any 
other means , establishment of a multi- 
ethnic government in the country 
through an indigenous 
process,promoting contacts between 
Afghan parties particularly those who 
control territory , early convening of a 
six plus meeting in Tashkent and en- 
couraging international community to 
contribute generously towards the re- 
construction of Afghanistan and reha- 
bilitation of refugees. 

The issue came under discussion at 
formal talks ^spreading over two hours 
between Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz 
and his Uzbek counterpart Abdul Aziz 
Kamilov here at the Foreign 
Ministry,Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Siddique Khan Kanju,Foreign 
Secretary Shamshad Ahmad and sen- 
ior officials assisted the Foreign Min- 
ister while Kamilov*s team comprised 
senior officials of the Uzbek Foreign 
Ministry. 

"The discussions, which were held in 
a cordial and relaxed atmosphere, cov- 
ered entire range of bilateral matters as 
well as regional issues of mutual inter- 
est particularly Afghanistan/* the For- 



eign Office Spokesman said here after 
the talks. 

The two Foreign Minister also exten- 
sively discussed bilateral cooperation in 
multiple areas and agreed to work close- 
ly to enhance economic and commer- 
cial interaction,The need to encourage 
greater people-to-people contact , 
promote tourism ^cooperation in 
banking , cultural and technical ex- 
changes, transportation and commu- 
nication links ,oil and gas pipelines 
were emphasised. 

Kamilov will be flying to Kandahar 
tomorrow (Tuesday) for a meeting with 
Taliban's supreme leader Mulla Mu- 
hammad Omar.He had last visited Is- 
lamabad in November 1998 and during 
this visit ,he had also met Mulla Wakil, 
Adviser to Mulla Omar .The Uzbek 
government has decided to further up-* 
grade its contacts with Taliban. 

Kamilov will call on Prime Minister 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif today before 
leaving for Kandahar. 

His visit reflects the growing pace of 
high-level consultations between the 
two countries, the spokesman said and 
added Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Siddique Khan Kanju had 
also visited Tashkent and other Cen- 
tral Asian Republics in early Novem- 
ber 1998. 

Kamilov also extended an invitation 
to Foreign Minister to visit Tashkent. 
The visit will take place on mutually 
convenient dates. 



Pakistan to help Kabul 
in extinguishing fire 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Pakistan said 
on Saturday that it will do whdt it can 
despite limited resources to help extin- 
guish forest fire raging in the eastern 
Afghanistan province Kunar, saying It 
will encourage the UN to come forward. 

"We are examining it - we will do 
what we can within our limited resourc- 
es and we are encouraging the United 
Nations to come forwaid," a senior of- 
ficial said.The ruling Taliban had ap- 
pealed to the international community 
for immediate assistance to put out the 
fire which is spreading fast and caus- 
ing colossal losses to life and property. 

Meanwhile, a UN representative in 



Islamabad has' indicated that the Gene- 
va-based Disaster Management Branch 
may come out with assistance to extin- 
guish tne forest fire. 

Stephanie Bunker, the UN Spokes- 
person on Afghanistan, said the world 
body's headquarters in New Yoric have 
been informed of the situaticm and the 
Disaster Management Branch may be 
considering assistance to help overcome 
the fast-spreading fire. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan Islamic Press 
reported Saturday that the fire claimed 
lives of four people and gutted dozens 
of houses, in addition to destroying 
hundreds of trees. 
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Peace 
Mghanistan - 1 



w-w t| hile the world attention is riv- 
yy eted on the US-backed NATO 
— . — I military strikes against Ser- 
bia and the escalating tension along 
the Line of Control in Kashmir be- 
tween India and Pakistan, peace moves 
to end the two decades of civil conflict 
in Afghanistan are being quietly but 
diligently pursued by UN and other 
parties to the conflict. Conflict resolu- 
tion and peace making is a painstak- 
ing, incremental task which does not 
bring immediate laurels nor does it 
make headlines. Yet this new quest 
for normalisation and peace in Af- 
ghanistan, symbolised by the Six-Plus- 
Two Group initiative, presents a new 
* window of opportunity' . 

Afghan history in the last ten years 
is a saga of missed opportunities, bro- 
ken agreements and betrayed prom- 
ises. The Afghan leaders, unfortu- 
nately, have left no stone unturned in 
their internecine fighting. The hall- 
mark of this has been countless in- 
trigues, ruthless ambition, and expe- 
diencies. Not only Afghanc^^but some 
regional powers had also jumped into 
the fray, promoting their naitrow and 
immediate interests. The US,'once the 
patron-saint of the Afghans, had in a 
bid to defeat the godless atheism of 
former Soviet Union backed the 
Mujahideen forces; conveniently rop- 
ing in Pakistan as a conduit for arms, 
and assigning it the role of a 'front 
line* state. The mission once accom- 
plished, the Afghans, for many years, 
were left in the lurch, almost to strate- 
gic oblivion ~ to bleed themselves to 
death and destruction in intramural 
fighting. 

However, in this protracted and frat- 
ricidal conflict, hope for a better fu- . 
ture exists if all parties to the conflict 
put their act together. For the first 
time, it seems, sdl actors in this gory 
drama of a re-enacted Great Game, 
are now seriously pondering the pros 
and cons of this debilitating conflict 
in view of their own national interests. 
What are the new dynamics that seem 
to propel the hitherto moribund Af- 
ghan peace process? Will Afghani- 
stan ever break out of this vicious 
circle of perpetual discord? 

Since the late 1980s, the UN has 
been involved in peacemaking in Af- 
ghanistan. The Six-plus-Two Group 
initiative was launched at the behest 
of the UN Secretary-General, follow- 
ing the resignation of Dr. Nobert Hall, 
who previously headed the UN Spe- 
cial Mission to Afghanistan 
(UNSM A). The new task was assigned 
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to Algerian diplomat, Brahimi 
Lakhdar in August 1997. and he initi- 
ated the aforesaid mission in October 
19§T. In the initial stage, the Taliban 
expi^^ deep scepticism about this 
iriiti|i^^'ks it^vas frdm their pferspec-* 
tive jpati^ah;^fesp€icr^ly as rib repre- 
sentation was given to them at the UN. 
This peace diplomacy, however, 
gained momentum in March 1998 
along with the Organisation of Is- 
lamic Countries (OIC); The Six-Plus- 
Two Group usually meets in New 
York during the UN General Assem- 
bly session. 

In the words of Mr. Brahimi, the 
aim of the above initiative is to make 
efforts to bring peace in war-torn Af- 
ghanistan by "approaching the prob- 
lem from the outside," meaning by 
ending the supply of arms to warring 
Afghan groups. TTie initiative is mean- 
ingful insofar as six countries (China, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 
Iran, and Pakistan) are Afghanistan's 
immediate neighbours, while the big 
two, US and Russia act a^ guarantors. 
The process involves parleys at three 
levels: at the Six-plus-Twq leyel> 
among the six neighbours, and at in- 
ter-party level in Afghanistan, 

To fulfil his mission^ Brahimi has 
thrice visited Pakistan and thejregipnal 
countries, including Afghanistan. His 
first meeting to the region, in October 
1998, Set a positive tone as he was 
able to negotiate the return of Iranian 
prisoners with the Taliban govcm- 
j ment, de-escalate the Iran-Afghan 
' border tension, and meet all the par- 
ties to the Afghan conflict. During his 
second visit, he solicited the coopera- 
tion of Afghanistan's neighbours, es- 
pecially Pakistan as ^'indispensable 
for peace in that country." In his third 
meeting in March 1999, he again vis- 
ited the region in a bid to secure new 
dates and venue for Taliban meeting. 

In September 98, the foreign minis- 
ters of the Six-Plus-Two Group held a 
meeting in New York and reached an 
agreement on 'Points of Common 
Understanding' on broad-based gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan. Further, in 
I March 98 some ground work was laid 
I for confidence-building among, the 
I Taliban and opposition parties in Af- 
.ghanistan in the Six-plus-Two meet- 
ing held in Ashkabad, Turkmenistan. 
The next visit is scheduled to be held, 
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan in a few 
months time. 

Since a year or so, ground realities 
in Afghanistan and the surrounding 
countries have started changing and. 
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consequently, also the perceptions of 
different nations in the region. Previ- 
ously, the Central Asian Republics 
(CARs), Iran, China. India, and the 
Soviet Union stood on one side while 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia stood, on 
the other. Now, each actor is viewing 
the Afghan situation in a different 
light and strictly from its own national 
interests. 

The Taliban, who successfully 
swept through Afghanistan in 1996, 
are finding it difficult to control the 
recalcitrant opposition in the northern 
and central regions. Albeit, holding 
virtual control of nearly 90 per cent of 
the territory, they are still not ac- 
corded recognition by the^UN and 
majority of the global community. In 
fact, in Dec 98, the UNSC censured 
the Taliban regime and threatened to 
impose "measures with, the aim of 
achieving full implementation of its 
relevant resolutions." This has turned 
them into almost an isolated and pa- 
riah regime. Only three Islamic na- 
tions, viz., Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
and the UAE have recognised them. 
In the UN they have not been able to 
r^ace the government of the oppo- 
sitiori and former leader, Buihanuddin 
Rabbani. 

Despite improving general law and 
order and bringing peace in the liber- 
ated areas, Taliban's policies have 
drawn widespread opprobrium fix)m 
many Western countries, especially 
from the European Union and the US. 
Even OIC has still not recognised 
Taliban and their seat is lying vacant. 

Many of the UN agencies had left 
Afghanistan in August 1 998 and have 
only agreed to return since February 
1999, after the Taliban relented sqme- 
what to moderate their rigidity and 
extremism. Convinced that they are 
acutely starved of foreign aid and 
investment, notably the building of 
gas and oil pipeline from 
Turkmenistan, they are reconsider- 
ing their policies. In this age of inter- 
action between nations, where no 
country can survive unto itself, and 
the realisation is slowly but surely 
dawning on them. 

Consequently, they had to temper 
their harsh and obscurantist image by 
allowing separate but equal treatment 
foi; women in terms of education, 
health, and epiiployment (e.g., Af- 
ghan-Swiss ^/Protocol, Terres de 
nommes a limited number of wonien 
work); permitting human right moni- 
tor groups to set up centres in major 
cities; encouraging some UN agen- 
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cies involved in relief and humanitar- 
ian tasks to return to Afghanistan; 
and refurbishing their image of a 
broad-based government by coopting 
various ethnic groups. In fact, pres- 
ently, certain major ethnic groups 
form part of the cabinet as well as 
governors of the provinces. While 
these steps are not considered enough 
by the Northern Alliance and by cer- 
tain Western nations, this seems ar 
auspicious start in softening the hith>« 
erto gruesome image of the Talibar 
rule in Afghanistan. 

Lately, the Taliban forces have also 
been suffering from dissension anc 
lack of discipline. This has mani • 
fested in grave shortage of food and 
worsening crime situation within theiir 
armed forces. It exacerbated when 
Saudi Arabia withdrew its charge 
d 'affairesf rom Kabul in August 1998. 
Further, as Peter Marsden observes in 
his book: The Taliban, 1998, the 
Taliban are eager to seek the help of 
UN relief agencies, as they desper- 
ately need to revive agriculture, clear 
the mine-infested countryside, under- 
take social sector development in the 
fields of health, education, and social 
welfare, and arrai^e for the rq)atriaw 
lion of rieariy 3 millidtl ^efugeesi frtm 
neighbouring Pakistan and Iran. 

Uzbekistan's interest in the region 
is signified by the recent visit (June 
1999) of its foreign minister, Abdul 
Aziz Kamilov, to Pakistan and his 
first-ever visit to Kandhar where he 
met Mullah Omar, the Afghan su- 
preme religious leader. The Uzbek 
government had established its first 
contact with the Taliban leadership 
earlier in 1 998, when its Foreign Min- 
ister met the Taliban spokesman. 
Mullah Wakil Ahmad Mutawwakil. 
Subsequently, Afghan Deputy For- 
eign Minister, Abdur Rehman Zahid 
also visited Uzbekistan and held talks 
with Uzbek officials. 

During the recent meeting in 
Islamabad (June 1999) both Pakistan 
and Uzbek Foreign Ministers have 
backed the Afghan peace process and 
are of the view that an early conven- 
ing of the forthcoming Six-plus-Two 
moot in Tashkent will hopefully pro- 
vide ground for the settlement of the 
Afghan civil war. Moreover, this 
would enhance commercial and eco- 
nomic cooperation between the two 
countries by promoting tourism, cul- 
tural, and technical exchanges as well 



as opening of oil and gas pipelines 
and transportation and communica- 
tions between the two countries. On 
their part, the Afghans seem enthusi- 
astic about these talks, provided they 
are considered as legal representa- 
tives of their government. It is nota- 
ble that the Taliban are keen to end 
their diplomatic isolation and would 
like also China, Iran, Uzbekistan, and 
other countries to accord them recog- 
nition. 

It seems the Pakistan leadership in 
its frequent interactions with the Cen- 
tral Asian leadership, especially 
Uzbekistan, has been able to persuade 
them to accept the ground realities in 
Afghanistan and start political dis- 
course with the current leadership. In 
January 1999, Pakistan's active en- 
gagement led to talks with the For- 
eign Ministers of Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. Despite 
Taliban' s flaws and international criti- 
cism, it is their leadership that, has 
been able to instil semblance of law 
and order as well as root out corrup- 
tion in major parts of war-ravaged 
Afghanistan. Presently; the ground 
reality is that their writ operates in 
nearly 90 per cent of the country. 

The Central Asian states want to 
break out of the suffocating embrace i 
of Moscow by diversifying economic 
and commercial links with South and 
Southeast Asian states through the 
shortest and most convenient land 
route in Afghanistan. Pakistan and 
the C ARs have waited long enough - 
nine years - for a dramatic and con- 
ducive change in Afghanistan. Ideal 
conditions may never come about and 
the neighbours of Afghanistan will 
have to live with the type of Afghan 
regime in their own enlightened na- 
tional interests. Creditably, Pakistan, 
in the meantime, has made adequate 
preparations in laying out a reason- 
able network of roads and highways 
that link up its northern areas with 
southern seaports in the Arabian 
Sea. 

^ (to be concluded) 
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Wl ith the passage of time, the 
exaggerated fears of the Cen- 

1 tral Asian leadership about 

Islamic fundamentalism sweeping 
across their societies may get diluted. 
For one thing, political Islam in Cen- 
tral Asia has never existed; it is the 
cultural Islam that has been common 
at the popular level. Secondly, their 
independence came about as a start of 
a sudden implosion of the Soviet state 
and no political ideology nor Islamic 
movement was involved. Thirdly, their 
leadership is a holdover from the Com- 
munist days, which has expediently 
turned nationalist after independence. 
Fourthly, the state and society have 
been considerably secularised due to 
socialism and no religious party of 
consequence presently exists. 

The fear that Taliban will spread 
Islam in Central Asia is far fetched as 
they still have not attained control 
over the entire Afghanistan and nei- 
ther have the time nor resources to 
export it. Moreover, their brand of 
Islam is predominantly of *Pushtun 
mould* . Any claim of spreading Islam 
has been strongly denied by Taliban 
and today *s Afghanistan is more of an 
inward looking state, caught up with 
its own problems. ' 

Notable standards achieved by 
CARs in terms of education, health, 
housing, and infrastructural develop- 
ment rank them higher as compared 
with most Islamic states in their south. 
With small populations, high educa- 
tional levels, and rich natural resources 
at their command, these new repub- 
lics have great potential for progress. 

However, in the event of the failure 
of central leadership to solve the prob- 
lems of these republic, together with 
the inability to control graft and cor- 
ruption. Islamic activism may rise. 
Cultural awakening is taking place all 
of over the region as the iron hand of 
Communist system is lifted. Out of all 
countries, Uzbekistan, especially its 
high-density and poverty-stricken 
Ferghana Valley region is quite sus- 
ceptible. Certain valid concerns about 
refugees, drugs, and violence spilling 
into Sie border regions of Central Asian 
republics from strife-torn Afghani- 
stan cannot be ruled out. But, accord- 
ing to some analysts, this threat is 
deliberately exaggerated by Russians 
and by the erstwhile Communist Cen- 
tral Asian leadership who wants to 
perpetuate their regimes by clamping 
down on opposition forces. If in the 
next decade or so, the economic con- 
ditions don*t improve and corruption 
remajjis unch^ked,^ people ^^ay be 
swayed by Islamic radicalism which 
holds appeal for the downtrodden and 
the oppressed. 
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The change in perceptions regard- 
ing Afghanistan is already underway 
in the surrounding region. For instance, 
once-hostile China is offering trade 
ties to Taliban to stem Afghan sup- 
port, if any, for separatists in its west- 
ern Muslim minority province of 
Xinjiang. In early February '99, some 
sign of thaw in their relations took 
place when five senior Chinese diplo- 
mats arrived in Kabul. Direct flights 
between Kabul and Urumqi, the capi- 
tal of Xinjiang, have started along 
with some trade. China's recent policy 
is not a strategic but a pragmatic shift 
in order to stop the flow of cheap 
heroin, violence and Islamic radical- 
ism that is seen as a threat to its long 
term national security interests. 

India has been unnerved by the Chi- 
nese influence in the region. It also 
sees their ^support' for insurgency in 
Kashmir seriously, with implications 
for its own Muslim population. 

Saudi Arabia was peeved with 
Taliban when the latter granted sanc- 
tuary to Osama bin leaden, the Saudi 
dissident. Lately, pressure is building 
up on Taliban as well as the Saudis to 
extradite Osama to the US for a trial 
on charge of terrorism. After meeting 
with the US officials in February, the 
Taliban announced fresh restrictions 
on Osama' s activities, including sev- 
ering his communication facilities. By 
mid-February, the Taliban leadership 
had announced that he was 'missing'. 

US attitude has oscillated since 
Taliban's coming into power (Octo- 
ber 1996) from initial support, to re- 
jection, to current partial acquiescence. 
However, US's main criticism has 
been Taliban's repressive and anti- 
women policies, and their failure to 
form a broad-based government. The 
US ambassador to the UN, Bill 
Richardson, held talks with Taliban 
and the Northern Alliance in Islamabad 
in April 1998. It seems US is a major 
prodding force for Indo P#ik normali- 
sation, Iran-Turkey cooperation, and 
reopening of Central Asia by encour- 
aging the UN-backed 6+2 initiative. 

Iran had pressured Taliban in Au- 
gust 1998 when it deployed its troops 
along the western borders of Afghani- 
stan purportedly against the execution 
and disappearance of their diplomatic 
personnel in Mazaar-e-Sharif. Iran's 
support to Ahmad Shah Masud and 
the Northern Alliance has been a con- 
tinuous sore point with the Taliban. 
There were some misunderstandings 
between Iran and Pakistan, too, over 



developments in Afghanistan. How- 
ever, relations between the two coun- 
tries are deep- rooted and both need 
strategic cooperation as they are faced 
with debilitating burden of refugees 
and both desire Afghanistan as a gate- 
way for trade. Moreover, Iran under 
President Khatemi has taken some 
steps to moderate its foreign policy 
along pragmatic lines. The recent rap- 
prochement between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia is an indication of this positive 
development. Hence, Iran is also de- 
sirous of normalising relations with 
Taliban under the 6+2 umbrella. 

Oil and gas-rich, but impoverished 
Turkmenistan, has also been desper- 
ate of exporting its assets by building 
of pipelines through Afghanistan. With 
a neutral status, its diplomats have 
shuttled to have frequent dialogue 
with Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Turkmenistan took a creditable ini- 
tiative when it hosted 3-days of UN- 
mediated talks in Ashkabad, which 
were attended by the members of the 
Six-Plus-Two Group. 

A special feature of the talks was 
that different Afghan parties in the 
conflict met face-to-face in a neutral 
country. Other positive aspects were 
the confidence-building measures 
. agreed upon, notably, release of lim- 
ited number of prisoners by both 
Taliban and opposition forces; desire 
for shared executive, legislature and 
judiciary; and the intent to pursue 
future t^ks. A charge was levelled by 
some that Pakistan and Iran were 
pushing their own agenda in Afghan 
affairs. Hopefully, this meeting in a 
neutral setting in Turkmenistan has 
set the right atmospherics for future 
parleys. 

Tajikistan, like Afghanistan is also 
faced with a debilitating civil war 
since 1992 and is heavily dependent 
upon Soviet garrison to restore 
normalcy in the strife-torn country. 
Taliban have not been able to extend 
any major physical support to the 
Islamist' rebels iirTajikistan, though 
there are allegations to the contrary. 
The Taliban, on their part, claim that 
Iran has been arming the Northern 
Alliance via Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. Russians, facing eco- 
nomic travails at home and increased 
burden of peacekeeping in Tajikistan, 
are keen to end their foreign involve- 
ment. They want to unburden dicm- 
selves of the responsibiUties of the 
Central Asian republics as long as 
they do not challenge Russia's sphere 
of influence. However, Russia re- 



mains apprehensive of any instabil- 
ity in its south (Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan) that could promote a cul- 
ture of drugs, refugees, and Islamic 
extremism with consequent ill-effects 
for ethnic Russians living in these 
republics, who may be forced to emi- 
grate in panic. 

It is in this context that the Six- 
Plus-Two initiative becomes mean- 
ingful. All member countries are keen 
to end the lingering violence in Af- 
ghanistan and promote peace through 
national reconciliation. Afghanistan 
was a victim of Cold War politics 
when the US and Russia locked horns. 
Since the last seven years, it has de- 
scended into violence and infighting. 
The New Great Game that had started 
^fter 1^9 1 has only,ad|d^d to its woes^ 
Now, a window pf opportunity h^ 
seemingly opened for all regional 
countries. 

Taliban, with all their drawbacks, 
are in de facto control and therefore a 
ground reality. According to many { 
Afghan watchers, it is the Afghans ; 
themselves who will have to ulti- j 
mately do the *heavy lifting' for na- 
tional reconciliation and peace in their 
country. If they want to gain interna- 
tional recognition, they will have to 
present themselves as responsible, 
law-abiding members of international 
community. To be fair, they have 
been able to create some semblance 
of normalcy but they have to gel on 
board other ethnic groups and mi- 
norities as well. Moreover, they have 
to shed away their rigid obscurantist 
policies if they need foreign aid and 
investment. 

At the same time, it is also the 
responsibility of major powers such j 
as the US to help them achieve the 
difficult task of national reconcilia- 
tion. And regional powers such as 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and Iran have 
to contribute their share^ 

Today, Pakistan, given its economic 
problems, is keen for opining of Af- 
ghanistan* s land routes for trade. 
. Understandably, it is involved in hec- 
tic *shuttle diplomacy in the region'. 
It would not be an overstatement to 
say that Afghanistan is like a Suez 
Canal between Central Asia and the 
rest of Asia. 

Peace building in the Afghan soci- 
ety is going to be painstaking and 



slow, with breaks and starts. Nearly 
two decades of fratricidal fighting in 
Afghanistan have devastated societal 
norms and created polarisation; it 
seems that the Afghan leaders are 
now more afraid of peace than war. 
They need international funding to 
rebuild their shattered economy. To- 
day, the largest number of refugees in 
the world belong to Afghanistan. It is 
also the heaviest mine-infested coun- 
try, that needs an international de- 
mining effort. 

As fighting goes on between rival 
groups, no peaceful end seems in 
sight. Some have termed the Afghan 
internal fighting as a textbook case of 
how not to reconcile and make peace. 
Admittedly, there may not be tangi- 
ble progress but there is some for- 
ward movement through dialogue and 
consultation. Whatever detractors 
may say, the Six-Plus-Two Group 
seems an auspicious start. But in the 
reassuring words of Mr. Brahimi: **I 
do not think that optimism or pessi- 
mism should be part of our vocabu- 
lary. We are doing this job for as long 
as it takes, and one day it will work." 

For, if Afghanistan normalises and 
peaceful conditions retum to the coun- 
try, there is a possibility of its integra- 
tion with the Central Asian republics, 
and resultantly, act as a harbinger for 
future economic prosperity in the re- 
gion. It is going to be a win-win game 
for all players in the region, and who 
knows, the milieu in South Asia be- 
tween India and Pakistan may also 
change for*he better. For, if trade and 
commercial caravans from Central 
Asia start crossing the bristling fron- 
tiers of India and Pakistan, these ter- 
1 rible twins will think thrice before 
I crossing swords with each other. 
! (concluded) 
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UN launches programme to 
clear mines in Afghanistan 



From Shamim Bano 

PESHAWAR - Under a mine action 
programme conducted by the Unit- 
ed Nations organisation MAPA 
2,274,896 square meters of mined 
areas of war ravaged Afghanistan have 
been cleared 

In the current year, a survey of 
nearly 1*818,629 square meter of 
mined areas and 7,1983,606 square 
meter of battle carried by the Unit- 
ed Nation Organisation showed 
that about 6,244,432 square meter of 
battle areas are still to be cleared for 
which United Nation organisation 
has claimed that it will be cleared 
by the year 2009 if the funds for 
the demining campaign are received. 

A total of 477 square kilometer area 
was considered as high priority that 



included grazing land, residential plac- 
es, roads and agn^ult^ire l^tn^ JS^^lyti 
1 66 kilojmeter ajef^outpf 477^asj3ife^<> 
cleared of mines 

In thi^ mine section campaign 
about 63,302 people w^rc given 
briefing on mine awareness its haz- 
ardous and the problem facedby the 
Afghan people. The international com- 
munity was also informed of the prob- 
lems of mines areas being faced by 
the local inhabitants 

MAPA besides training the 253 
deminers also trained 43 new dem- 
iners to complete demining within 
calculated estimated time.MAPA em- 
ploys 72 manual mine clearance teams 
while 16 mechanical mine clearance 
teams were employed besides 33 mine 
dogs sets 37 survey teams(mine con- 
taminated areas) 10 battle area clear- 



ance teams (mines and or unexploded 
^prdnance) 60 mine awareness trainers 
The Afghan cam]gaign to ban lahd" 
mines is promoting awareiiess regard- 
ing the mine problems being faced by 
the Afghan people. The ACBL is pur- 
suading the warring factions to stop 
using land mines and assist in fund 
raising for mine action activities. 

The ACBL was established in the 
year 1995 as non political organisa- 
tion struggling for a total ban on anti- 
personal land mines 

According to the Regional Mine Ac- 
tion Centre (RMAC) during this mine 
action operation one child was 
killed and another injured in two 
mines incidents in Kabul In Qala- 
1-Hakimi village Enjil district Her- 
at province one villager was killed and 
one was seriously injured. 
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Charikar new HQ of 
Afghan opposition 



TEHRAN (NNI): Afghan opposition 
has chosen Charikar City in Parwan 
province, some sixty kilometers north 
of Kabul, reports Radio Tehran. 

Travelers from the area say that build- 
ings are being chosen for the offices of 
the President, Prime Minister and min- 
isters. They have already started woric 



on repair, expansion\^and renovation of 
various buildings for the purpose. 

The opposition had earlier announced 
the formation of a leadership council 
under Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani 
and a parliament as well but some po- 
litical and military problems are still 
hmdering the process. — 



Renegade Afghan 
commanders 
arrested 

1 

KABUL, June 23: Afghanistan's 
northern alliance has purged its 
i ranks of renegade commanders 
I amid expectations the Taliban is 
I about to launch a major offensive, 
i an alliance spokesman said on 
I Wednesday. 

Commander Taj Mohammad, 
who controlled strategic frontlines 
north of Kabul, had been arrested 
! along with three supporters, Alam 
' Geer, Abdullah Khalqi and 
Hussein, he said.— AFP 
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25 Taliban killed in 
mine blast 

KABUL (AP)-Opposition soldiers 
said 25 'Miban were killed when their 
vehicle hit a land mine in northern 
Kunduz province. 

The Taliban denied the claim, which 
could not be independently confirmed 
because of the remoteness of the re- 
gion. 

Also on Monday the foreign minis- 
ter of Uzbekistan. Abdul Aziz Kami- 
lov, arrived in neighboring Pakistan to 
open talks with the Taliban. 

On Tuesday Kamilov is ,to travel to 
southern Kandahar, the headquarters 
of the Taliban, to nieet Taliban lead- 
ers. It wasn't immediately c^ear wheth- 
er Kanlilov will meet the Taliban's re- 
clusive leader. Mullah Mohammed 
Omar. Meanwhile, there were reports 
of lieavy fighting in t^ area. 

According to opposition soldiers 
fighting has been heavy in Kunduz and 
Samangan provinces where both sides 
are trying to gain control of strategic 
supply routes. The Taliban which rules 
roughly 90 per cent of Afghanistan, 
including the capital of Kabul, are 
fighting a northern-based opposition 
that is trying to stop the Taliban from 
gaining full control of the country. 
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Afghan groups 
exchange 
prisoners 

KABUL, June 4: Afghanistan's 
warring groups exchanged prison- 
ers at a northern battle zone that 
was quiet for two hours while the 
exchange took place, an opposition 
spokesman said on Friday. 

The exchange of 25 men was 
arranged by their relatives, said 
Hussain Anwari, a spokesman for 
the northern-based alliance fight- 
ing the Taliban militia, which 
rules almost 90 per cent of 
Af ghahistan. 

The Taliban handed over 13 
men and the opposition 12 men, , 
he said. 

The men given to the opposi^ai 
by the Taliban had been captii^sd 
last year when the Taliban ovifei"- 
ran the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif , he said. The Taliban pris- 
oliers, who were exchanged, 
were captured during recent fight- 
ing in Dar-i-Suf in northern 
Afghanistan. 

The exchange took' place at 
Sufade Kotal, some 350 kilometres 
northwest of the Afghan capital of 
Kabul, said Anwari. 

For two hours the guns went 
silent, while the men walked 
across the frontline. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the Taliban soldiers. 

However, > Anwari said the fight- 
ing resumed after the prisoner 
exchange. 

"It was the relatives of the. pris- 
oners who negotiated for their 
release,'* he said. 

While fighting between the 
Taliban and its opposition rages 
attempts are being made by the 
United Nations and neighbouring 
countries to bring the two sides to 
the negotiation table. So far efforts 
have failed. 

Uzbekistan's foreign minister 
was the latest peace envoy to 
Afghanistan, but so far there 
appears to be no signs that either 
side is ready to lay down their 
weapons and resume negotia- 
tions. — ^AP 
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